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New Range of Yugoslav Products 
Seeks Market in United States 


As the variety of Yugoslavia’s exports has increased in recent 
years, a new range of Yugoslav products is seeking a place on the U. S. 


market. 


The traditional pattern of Yugoslavia’s export trade has shown a 
heavy concentration upon crude industrial materials. With the growing 


industrialization of the Yugoslav econ- 
omy, domestic requirements for these 
raw materials have increased and fre- 
quently interfere with exports. To com- 
pensate for the curtailment of tradition- 
al export items, and to render the econ- 
omy less vulnerable to price fluctuations 
on the world market, Yugoslavia is 
seeking to develop a more diversified 
export structure, comprising an increas- 
ing variety of processed goods. 

The pattern of Yugoslavia’s exports 
to the United States has not entirely 
kept pace with the diversification of its 
exports to other countries. More than 
three-fourths of Yugoslav shipments to 
the’ United States still consist of indus- 
trial materials, such as wool, tobacco, 
ores, minerals, and metals, such as cop- 
per, lead, zinc, and mercury. But an 
increasing variety of foods and bever- 
ages, as well as manufactured articles 
of leather, textiles, glass, and especially 
of wood and wicker, are contributing a 
more important share than formerly to 
the value of Yugoslav exports. to the 
United States. 


Food Comprises 10 Percent 


Of total exports to the United States 
valued at $26.8 million in 1955, about 
10 percent comprised food products. Ex- 
ports of processed foods are expected 
to assume growing importance in com- 
ing years, as the Yugoslav food-process- 
ing industries are being expanded and 
production is being rationalized im an 
effort to promote exports in this sector. 
Standards prevailing on Western mar- 
kets are being adopted by Yugoslav 
producers. Special effort is being made 
to improve conditions in the meat- 
processing industries, and with the an- 
ticipated implementation of new meat 
regulations, exports to the United States 
of hams, sausages, and other meat 
products. are expected to expand. 

Kackavalj, a hard cheese made of 
malted curd, is gaining in popularity in 
the United States. During 1955 some 
$160,000 worth of Yugoslav cheese was 
shipped to the United States—more 
than twice the 1954 value—and a 





further increase was registered in the 


first quarter of 1956. Canned anchovies - 


also are being exported in growing 
quantities; U. S. purchases in 1955 
were valued at $317,000. 

Yugoslavia always has been well 
known as a source of fruits and nuts. 
Dried prunes, a staple export com- 
modity, were not exported to the United 
States last year, but the United States 
did buy some $443,000 worth of nuts, 
chiefly shelled almonds and walnuts. In 
the past few years Yugoslavia also has 
been producing concentrated fruit juices, 
such as blackberry and sour cherry, 
which contain about 45 percent solids 
and are bottled without the addition 
of preservatives. The value of exports 
of fruit juices to the United States 
climbed from $77,000 in 1954 to $105,000 
in 1955, and showed a further rise 
during the first part of this year. 


Spice Trade Important 


Yugoslavia is second only to Spain as 
a source of U. S. imports of paprika, 
supplying $186,000 worth in 1955. 
Though both the sharp and sweet types 
of paprika are grown in the Vojvodina 
area, Yugoslavia concentrates on sweet 
paprika which conforms to the stand- 
ards prevailing’on the U. S. market. 

A new processing plant has been 
opened to increase the quantity and 
improve the quality of paprika exports, 
and a new Yugoslav standard for ground 
paprika has been adopted. Yugoslavia 
is also the U. S. principal supplier of 


sage leaves—about $485,000 worth 
in 1955—and coriander seed—about 
$65,000. 


Wooden Utensil Trade Up 

Yugoslav wines and. liquors are ex- 
ported chiefly to other European coun- 
tries, where they have been in growing 
demand. However, selected bottled 
wines are exported to the United States 
in moderate quantities, amounting to 
$36,000 in 1955. The United States also 
took about $14,000 worth of slivovitz, 


(Continued on page 23) 


Field Offices Give 


Quick Service 


Information on all phases of world 
trade—ranging from comprehensive 
economic and business data to details 
on export and import regulations—is 
quickly and directly available to 
businessmen in their own cities or ]Jo- 
calities through the 32 Field Offices 
of the U. S. Department of Com- 
merce. 


Conveniently located in the busi- 
ness centers of the United States, the 
Field Offices are staffed with foreign 
trade specialists who keep constantly 
abreast of developments in the Unit- 
ed States and abroad. Aided by the 
current information and publications 
sent to them regularly from Wash- 
ington, they are well equipped to 
serve world traders in their commu- 
nities. 

Supplementing these Field Offices 
is a coast-to-coast network of some 
800 cooperative offices—local cham- 
bers of commerce and other business 
organizations—which have been fur- 
nished with Department of Com- 
merce publications, reference mate- 
rial, and other information, for use 
by businessmen. 

The addresses of the Department's 
Field Offices follow: 


Albuque N. Mex., Room 321 Post 
Office 


ateate 7 os _ a Peachtree and Seventh 


Boston 9, », we -, 1416 U. 8. Post Office and 
Cousthouse Bldg 


Buffalo 3, Y. Si47 Ellicott St. 
Charleston a + Area 2, Sergeant 
Jasper Bidg., West End Broad St. 


Cheyenne, Wyo., 307 Federal Office Bldg. 
Chicage 6, Ull., 226 W. Jackson Blvd. 
Cincinnati 2 Ohio, 442 U. S. Post Office 
and Courthouse. 
Cleveland 14, Ohie, 1100 Chester Ave. 
Dallas 22, Tex., 1114 Commerce 8t. 
Denver 2, Colo., 142 New Customhouse, 
Detroit 3, Mich., 438 Federal Bldg. 
Houston 2, Tex. + 430 Lamar Ave. 
Jacksonville 1, Fla., 425 Federal Bldg. 
Kansas City —, Federal Office g. 
Les Angeles —_ S. Broadway. 
Memphis 3, Team, = ond Falls Bldg. 
Miami 300 N. First Ave 
Minn., 319 Metropolites 


zon Srtcans 12, La., 333 St. Cherries Ave. 
1%, N. ¥., "110 45th &§ 
Philadelphia 7, Pa., 1015 Chestnut St. 
Phoenix, Ariz., 137 N. Second Ave. 
Pittsburgh 22, Pa., 107 Sixth St. 
Portiand 4, Oreg., 217 Old U. 8S. 
house. 
Reno, Nev., 1479 Wells Ave. 
Richmond 19, Va., 1103 East Main St. 
St. Louis 1, Me... 910 New Federal Bld 
a Lake City 1, Utah, 222 S.W. Temple 
San pespaince ll, 


, Calif., Room 419 Cus- 
om 
Sevenesh, * Ga., 235 U. S. Courthouse and 


Post Office Bldg. 
Seattle 4, Wash., 909 First Ave. 


Minneapolis 1, 


Court- 





For local telephone numbers consult 
U. S. Government section of phone book. 





Herold C. McClellar, Assistant 
Secretary for International Affairs 





ernment Printing Office, Washington 25, 
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Exports and Imports Show Rise 





Japanese Production at Alltime High 


Japanese industrial production reached an alltime high in April, 
despite a major strike in the coal industry. 

Increased capital investment and high department-store sales re- 
flected rising exports and domestic activity. 

Despite high production, factory inventories of finished goods de- 


clined and raw-material inventories 
rose, as a result of increased imports. 


Although aggregate imports for the 
period January-April were up by some 
19 percent as compared with the 1955 
period, foreign-exchange receipts con- 
tinued to exceed payments and foreign- 
currency holdings reached a record. 


These favorable conditions seemed 
threatened by an expected drop in ex- 
port earnings due to restrictions im- 
posed on fishing in open waters, restric- 
tions on cotton-textile shipments, and 
an anticipated economic slump in some 
important markets. A further whole- 
sale-price rise, influenced principally by 
shortages of iron and steel raw mate- 
rials, caused concern in some quarters; 
the resulting pressures have a direct 
bearing on prices of metal manufactures 
and machinery, which have increased in 
importance in Japanese export trade. 


Increasing capital investment, re- 
flected in large plant and machinery 
orders, may further inflate the booming 
iron and steel industry. Domestic per- 
sonal consumption is not regarded as 
excessive, but attention was centered 
on ways and means of absorbing idle 
funds to expand production within the 
framework of a stable price level. 


Industrial output in April was about 
17 percent above the April 1955 level, 
reflecting strength in durables, espe- 
cially machinery, and including metals, 
ceramics, and ships. 


Shipbuilding Industry Booms 


High ship production and exports 
seems assured for several years, al- 
though the quick deliveries of the past 
are not possible. Japan has now moved 
to second place as a world shipbuilding 
nation, with an annual capacity in ex- 
cess of 800,000 gross tons. At the be- 
ginning of April, vessels under construc- 
tion and on order totaled 117, equal to 
13 million gross tons, according to in- 
dustry reports. 

Japan’s merchant-marine fleet  in- 
creased from 796 vessels, totaling 1.3 
million tons, in 1945 to 1,182 vessels, 
totaling 3.4 million gross tons, at the 
end of 1955. 


The rise in machinery production not 
only reflects booming export sales of 
oceangoing vessels buf a significant in- 
crease in domestic demand for capital 
goods. Considerable capital is being 
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used for modernization and expansion 
of productive facilities. 

The ratio of inventories to consump- 
tion of imported raw materials was 78.2 
in April, the same as a year ago. The 
ratio for all raw materials, however, 
was down by 2 percent. Some observ- 
ers regard the ratios as low for a coun- 
try so dependent on imports. 

The persistent rise in imports to meet 
the demand for raw materials and capi- 
tal expansion was the most striking 
feature of, Japan’s foreign trade. Total 
imports amounted to $946.9 million, a 
19.3-percent increase over January- 
April 1955, principally in raw materials 
for the textile and iron and steel indus- 
tries. 

Iron ore and iron and steel scrap im- 
ports totaled $75 million, as compared 
with $25 million. Petroleum imports 
were up by 38 percent, to $96 million. 
Raw cotton amounted to $145 million, 
no significant increase, but wool imports 
were up by 21 percent, to $68 million. 

Exports Up About 30 Percent 


Exports amounted to $752 million, 
nearly 30 percent greater than for the 
comparable 1955 period. Shipments of 
iron and steel, at $78 million, were al- 
most 40 percent higher, and ship ex- 
ports rose markedly, from $22 million 
to $66 million. Cotton fabrics were up 
by 43 percent to $93 million, despite 
lower April shipments. 

Japan’s foreign-exchange receipts 
continued to exceed payments and sur- 
pluses steadily increased, to $52 million 
in April from $30 million in January. 
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The aggregate payments surplus of 
$175.7. million for the first 4 months 
compares with the $88.4-million surplus 
for the corresponding 1955 period. Re- 
ceipts totaled $1,024.8 million, a 31-per- 
cent increase, while payments rose by 
22 percent to $849.1 million. 

Visible receipts amounted to $775.6 
million, against $575.5 million, while in- 
visible receipts totaled $249.2 million, as 
compared with $208.4 million. Visible 
payments totaled $715.7 million, com- 
pared with $595.9 million, and invisible 
payments were up by $33.9 million to 
$133.4 million. 

The substantial increase in merchan- 
dise imports is not completely reflected 
in foreign-exchange payments as Japan 
continued to make substantial imports 
under deferred payments arrangements 
which amounted to $134 million for the 
fiscal year ended March 31, 1956, These 
arrangements encompass imports under 
short-term credits, imports of American 
agricultural commodities under Public 
Law 480, and imports of U. S. raw cot- 
ton under Export-Import Bank loans, 

Exchange Reserves Rise 

Japan’s foreign-exchange reserves to- 
taled $1,534 million on March 31, a 
$328-million, or 30-percent, increase 
over the figure for March 31, 1955, ac- 
cording to the Ministry of France. In 
each year foreign-exchange holdings in- 
cluded unpaid trade balances owing 
from Argentina, Indonesia, and the Re- 
public of Korea, amounting to some 
$250 million, as well as deferred trade 
liabilities. 

Pursuant to the Japanese Govern- 
ment’s foreign economic policy and con- 
sistent with the rising foreign-exchange 
reserves, Japan is now tending toward 
freer trade under cash settlement ar- 
rangements to replace open-account 
trade settlements whereby exchange 
transfers were effected when bilateral 
accounts exceeded specified limits. Cash 
settlement arrangements will permit 
Japan greater freedom in buying and 
selling. 

After increasing in the first quarter, 
the money supply declined in April but 
was still about 20 percent above the 
level for April 1955. The Bank of Ja- 
pan’s note issue registered a moderate 
upward trend, despite net withdrawals 
of funds in Treasury transactions with 
the public. The withdrawal of some 60 
billion yen was offset by sales of short- 
term Government paper by private fi- 
nancial institutions to the Central Bank. 

Commercial-bank deposits increased 


; by 123 billion yen in January-April, al- 


(Continued on page 20) 
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Austrian Economy 


Indicates Trend 


From Boom Toward Stabilization 


Favorable tendencies toward stabilization of the Austrian economic 
boom and alleviation of tensions between supply and demand appeared 


to be developing in May. 


The major areas of tension were the investment-goods market and 
the building trade. The investment boom appeared to have passed its 


climax, according to a study by the 
Austrian Institute for Economic Re- 
search, Contracts in investment goods 


fell 24 percent in the period October 
1955-May 1956, compared with a rise 
of 47 percent in the corresponding pe- 
riod of 1954-55. 

Building activity continued satisfac- 
torily, but it appeared that total con- 
struction this year would fall below the 
1955 level, largely because of reduced 
expenditures for public works. Labor 
shortages are reported to have curtailed 
operations in some building-material 
firms, but output in general continued 
at a high level. In contrast to last year 
there was little evidence of excessively 
high bidding for supplies and labor in 
the construction trades. 

Pulp and paper mills continued to 
operate at capacity, but several card- 
board mills reduced operations because 
of diminishing orders from abroad. Pa- 
per producers, who have been dissatis- 
fied because the fixed domestic price 
for newsprint in Austria is below world 
market prices, sought higher prices. 
Late in May some newspaper publish- 
ers complainec that supplies were being 
curtailed. A compromise agreement was 
reached, however, and newspaper pro- 
ducers now will be allocated 25,000 
metric tons of newsprint a month at 
the fixed price but will have to meet 
requirements in excess of this—about 
300 tons a month—with paper of higher 
quality and price, 

Other threatened price increases have 
not taken place. The Chancellor’s ap- 
peal in May for price and wage disci- 
pline is credited in part for this devel- 
opment. Probably of equal significance 
is the delay in forming a government 
following the May 16 elections, which 
made increases on products requiring 
official approval impossible. 


Coalition Agreement Reached 


Agreement on the formation of a 
coalition government was reached by 
the two major parties in June. One of 
the chief specific problems facing the 
new government is the status of the 
former German assets which were re- 
turned to Austria last year under the 
State Treaty which ended the postwar 
occupation. A few of the private claim- 
ants to this property have succeeded 
in obtaining restitution, but the ma- 
jority of the claims await enactment 
of a State Treaty Implementation Law 
which probably will be one of the first 


4 





orders of business for the new Parlia- 
ment, 


A Swiss bank reportedly has ac- 
quired 35 percent of the stock capital 
of one of these former Soviet-controlled 
firms—a glass factory in Lower Austria 
and the associated Wiener Glasshuetten- 
werke. The Swiss have promised to in- 
vest about 9 billion schillings, US$346 
million, in the firm. The major part of 
these enterprises, however, remain un- 
der public administration. The legal 
status of those Austrian industries al- 
ready nationalized meanwhile has been 
brought into question by the Austrian 
Parliament's vote to challenge the con- 
Stitutionality of the Nationalization 
Law of 1946. 


New Oilfields in Prospect 


The Austrian Constitutional Court is 
expected to begin consideration of this 
issue in October and may deliberate 
some months before delivering a deci- 
sion. In the event of a negative opinion, 
nationalization probably could be re- 
stored through enactment of a so- 
called constitutional law, but such a 
decision could spark a reappraisal of 
the whole nationalization issue. 

The prospect of opening up new oil- 
fields in Austria developed at the end 
of May with the discovery of oil by 

(Continued on page 20) 





Foreign Exhibits in 
_New York Listed 


A list of exhibits of foreign- 
made products in New York City 
has been published, as an aid to 
import trade through the port of 
New York, by the World Trade 
Department, Commerce and In- 
dustry Association of New York, 
which is a U. S. Department of 
Commerce Cooperative Office. 


All of the listings are show- 
rooms maintained under official or 
semi-official Government sponsor- 
ship. 

Firms or individuals interested 
in displays of imported merchan- 
dise may obtain the booklet with- 
out charge, upon application to 
the Commerce and Industry Asso- 
ciation of New York, Inc., 99 
Church Street, New York 7, N. Y. 











Basra Building Trades 
Show Brisk Activity 


The building trades of Basra, Iraq, 
stimulated by Saudi Arabian and Ku- 
wait capital, were an exception to the 
general low level of economic activity 
in May 1956. 


Attention was concentrated primarily 
upon residences for the upper income 
brackets, although a certain amoynt of 
commercial construction was in prog- 
ress. 


Brisk activity in building construction 
provided a Support for the import trade 
in building materials, hardware and fix- 
tures, and for a wide range of house- 
hold furnishings and appliances, includ- 
ing refrigerators, air-conditioners, and 
washing machines, for which the de- 
mand continued firm. 


The Development Board announced a 
5-year program, including the following 
projects in southern Iraq: A _ bridge 
across the Euphrates at Qurnah, at an 
estimated cost of 400,000 Iraqi dinars 
(1 Iraqi dinar=US$2.80), to be incor- 
porated in the Basra-Amara road now 
under construction; a bridge across the 
Euphrates at Nasiriyyah, estimated at 
600,000 Iraqi dinars; a silo at Basra, 
estimated to cost 4 million dinars, for 
the storage and handling of grains 
moving through the port; and a low- 
income housing project in Basra includ- 
ing 2,000 dwelling units and appropriate 
community facilities. 


Commerce Slow 


Commercial activity in Basra was 
sluggish during May. The reduced ac- 
tivity was due to an apparent shortage 
of ready cash, the reduced cash pay- 
ments by the Iraq Dates Trading Co. 
for the past season’s crop, the slow 
movement abroad through the Basra 
port of Iraq’s exportable grain surplus, 
and the calling of commercial loans by 
the Rafidain Bank in accordance with 
a Government decision that the Na- 
tional Bank would replace the former 
bank as a Government depository. 

Iraq imports from the United States 
included automotive spare parts, lubri- 
cants, garage equipment, electrical ap- 


pliances, cotton piece goods and phar-. 


maceuticals. Woolen and rayon piece 
goods, liquors, earthenware, and sugar 
were imported from the United King- 
dom. Exports to the United States 


during May included sheepskins and - 


date sirup. 

The local wholesale price of barley 
for export fluctuated sharply during the 
month under the influence of a few 
purchases by Italian importers. The 
prevailing price at the tlose of the 
month—16.5 dinars a long ton—was 
still too high to move the entire avail- 
able surplus to the traditional United 
Kingdom market, since freight of £6 

(Continued on page 7) 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 


Indonesian 5-Year Plan Ecuadoran Business Slowed by Lack 
Of Credit, Political Uncertainty 


Ecuadoran business conditions were slow in June owing to the 
country’s unsettled political situation as well as to the economic decline 
which has been prevailing for many months. 

Local payments were being generally deferred, and reports from 


Awaits Cabinet Action 


A draft of Indonesia’s first Five-Year 
Plan, covering the period 1956-60 and 
including plans for such projects as 
hydroelectric installations, industrial 
plants, and improvements to transpor- 
tation and communications facilities, 
has been completed by the Indonesian 
Planning Bureau and is ready for the 
Cabinet’s study and approval. 

The plan is contemplated as the first 
of a series of successive 5-year programs 
to help in the changeover from a colo- 
nial economy to a balanced national 
economy. The period covered in this 
first plan is stated to be for observation 
when shortcomings can be examined and 
improvements made accordingly for 
future periods. 

The formation of a special Planning 
Council, to be headed by the Prime 
Minister and including representatives 
of the Government, private interests, 
and individuals, has been proposed to 
assist in mobilizing all available gov- 
ernmental and private resources for use 
in carrying out the plan. 

Expenditures during the period of 
1956-60. are scheduled at 30 billion 
rupiah (11.40 rupiah=US$1), approxi- 
mately 6 percent of the national income, 
11.4 billion rupiah of the funds to come 
from the Government, an equal amount 
from the private sector, and 7.2 billion 
rupiah from local government sources. 
The following percentage expenditures 
in the various development sectors are 
planned: Agriculture, migration, and 
village development, 13 percent; energy, 
electricity, and irrigation, 25 percent; 
industry and mining, 25 percent; trans- 
portation and communications, 25 per- 
cent; and social welfare, 12 percent. 

Preliminary estimates for succeeding 
periods, in terms of national income, are 
as follows: 8.6 percent to be invested in 
a second 5-year plan, 12 percent in a 
third, 16.2 percent in a fourth, and 20 
percent in a fifth. Then the country may 
be in a position to proceed independently 
of any formal plan, it is estimated. 





investment in 


PAKISTAN 


conditions and outlook 
for United States investors 


$1 


From U. S. Department of Com- 
merce Field Offices, or from the 
Superintendent of Documents, 
U. S. Government Printing Office, 
Washington 25, D. C. 
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Guayaquil indicated 
plaints were widespread that lack of 
credit facilities was strangling-_business. 

No significant improvement in eco- 
nomic conditions was expected until 
settlement of the political situation... The 
national elections were held June 3, 
but the results were still in doubt at the 
end of the month, and the official vote 
count was not expected to be finished 
before late in July. 

Cacao and bananas were the principal 
exports in June. The cacao crop was 
reported almost exhausted dt the end 


of the month, only small quantities 
being available for export in July. 

Banana shipments held up fairly well, 
despite the slackening of U. S. demand 
because of the increased seasonal com- 
petition from fresh fruits and melons. 
Shipments were affected by poor-quality 
bananas brought to loading points, and 
rejections were unusually high because 
of damage to the fruit from a fallout 
of voleanic ash over much of the. coun- 
try’s banana-growing regions. 


Banana Markets Sought 


Government and private efforts to 
increase banana markets and find new 
ones in Europe continued. The Mone- 
tary Board passed a new exchange 
regulation designed to help in this cam- 
paign. 

Coffee shipments are expected to 
move more slowly than usual this year, 
as exporters are washing a larger per- 
centage than formerly in order to re- 
ceive the higher prices quoted in the 
world market for washed coffee. A 
large crop is expected and, if the world 
price does not drop, export earnings 
probably will be good. 

Imports continued stéady in June, 
owing to large.arrivals of materials 
contracted for previously, but a decline 
is expected in the second half of the 
year, largely because of import restric- 
tions imposed in recent months. 


Fiscal Situation Grave 


The Central Bank reported an average 
selling rate for dollar checks on the 
brokers’ free market of 18.68 sucres 
per dollar for June 1-20, as compared 
with an 18.43 average for May. Toward 
the end of the month, the rate seemed 
to have settled at about 18.50 buying 
and 18.70 selling. . 

The Government’s fiscal situation re- 
mained serious, efforts being made to 


e slowness in international payments. Com- 





stretch insufficient resources over the 
most pressing obligations. 

The Central Bank’s_ international 
monetary reserves on June 20 stood at 
only 256.2 million sucres, approximately 
US$17.1 million, lower than the 351.1 
million sucres at the end of 1955. The 
Central Bank’s foreign-exchange cash 
transactions showed a_ deficit of 
US$566,000 for June 1-20. The cumula- 
tive deficit in the Bank’s foreign-ex- 
change transactions amounted to US$7,- 
911,000 for 1956 through June 20. 

The continued balanve-of-payments 
deficit and loss in international reserves 
so late in the year disturbed Govern- 
ment and. business circles, since the 
beginning of the export season in cacao 
and coffee had been expected to reverse 
this trend in-May or early June. 

The Central Bank’s credit operations 
continued to increase; the amount out- 
standing rose by about 3 percent in the 
period June 1-20. The increase was 
almost entirely in credits to the public, 
with little change in credits to the 
Government and to official entities. 
Total means of payment, including mon- 
etary deposits of the Government and 
official entities, increased in the same 
period. However, money and credit re- 
mained tight. 

When the sucre loan funds for eco- 
nomic development were being made 
available from the previous agreement 
under Public Law 480, the Minister of 
Economy announced at the end of June 
that he hoped to negotiate a new surplus 
agricultural commodity agreement with 
the United States. 


Azuay-Canar Development Begun 


A concentrated campaign for the eco- 
nomic rehabilitation and development of 
the Azuay-Canar region, sparked by the 
U. S. Operations Mission (USOM) to 
Ecuador, and financed partly by P. L. 
480 loan funds, got underway at the end 
of the month. 

The National Economic Council ap- 
proved a proposed decree-law authoriz- 
ing the Minister of the Treasury to 
impose special surcharges on imports 
from countries with which Ecuador has 
an unfavorable trade balance. Such a 
law, if put into effect, could-be used as 
a lever in increasing sales of Ecuadoran 
bananas to some European countries. 

A group of U, S. Army civilian engi- 
neers surveyed the new port project at 
Guayaquil and in a brief report gen- 

(Continued on page 18) 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 








Business Good in Colombia; Loan 
Demand High for Making Payments 


General business conditions in Colombia were good during the period 
May 15—June 15 and showed little indication of any upward or down- 


ward movement. 


Loan demand continued heavy, funds being required for making 
deposits on import licenses, purchasing free d@llars to cover commit- 


ments, and meeting second-quarter in- 
stallments on income taxes due by the 
end of May. 

Two Government measures promul- 
gated on May 18 to facilitate develop- 
ment of cattle raising, agriculture, and 
industry herald increased activity by 
Government banking institutions and 
greater interest in, and control of, 
banking and credit policy by the Gov- 
ernment. Superintendent of Bank Res- 
olution No. 103 of May 18 authorized 
the official banking institutions, Bancos 
Cefetero, Ganadero, and Caja Agraria, 
(the coffee, livestock, and agricultural 
banks) to extend credit at 5 percent 
interest for l-year periods without the 
usual service charges demanded by pri- 
vate banks. 


Decree No. 1145 of May 18 provided 
for the affiliation of the Caja Agraria 
with the Banco de la Republica. This 
measure adds another Government voice 
to policy decisions of the Central Bank’s 
Board of Directors. 

The Minister of Finance emphasized 
in a May 31 address the need for bal- 
ance-of-payments equilibrium, the desir- 
ability of an international coffee agree- 
ment, control of the domestic price 
level, and development of the economy’s 
cattle and agricultural sectors. 

The Stabilization Fund was author- 
ized to subscribe 20 million pesos to 
capitalize the Banco Ganadero, the new 
official banking institution, which will 
engage in general commercial banking 
activities, special emphasis to be placed 
on the cattle industry’s expansion, which 
has been hampered considerably by in- 
adequate capital. 


Exchange Earnings Satisfactory 


Exchange earnings continued at a 
very satisfactory rate as a result of 
sustained high coffee prices on the New 
York market. In consequence, the Cen- 
tral Bank released exchange in substan- 
tial amounts to the Office of Exchange 
Registry for commercial remittances. 
By June 15 releases had covered all 
exchange applications registered 
through December 1955. 

Exchange income for May amounted 
to $45.6 million, and official exchange 
permits approved totaled $41.5 million. 
During the period June 1-18, exchange 
income amounted to $27.4 million and 
remittances authorized, $43.2 million. 

The April 5 and April 11 decrees 
(Foreign Commerce Weekly, May 14, 
p. 8) designed to relieve the heavy 
pressure on official exchange by re- 


6 





stricting domestic credit and by reduc- 
ing imports in the official exchange cate- 
gories to a level of $30 million a month 
during 1956, have not had the desired 
effect. During the first 18 days of June 
import permits approved in the official- 
exchange categories amounted to $18.8 
million, or a monthly rate of some $31 
million. This represents a sizable de- 
crease from the average of $40 million- 
$50 million in the year’s earlier months 
but is still short of the Government’s 
goals. Remittances continue to be de- 
layed over’5 months. 


The period ended on a note of opti- 
mism, as coffee prices, after being quot- 
ed at highly satisfactory levels of over 
70 cents a pound in the New York 
market for some weeks, ascended during 
the last week to even higher levels. 
Volume of sales also was highly satis- 
factory, according to Coffee Federation 
announcements. 

Exports in the coffee year, July 1, 
1955, to June 30, 1956, are estimated by 
the Federation at 6.2 million sacks of 
60 kilograms, and for the period January 
1 to May 16, 1956, at 2.5 million sacks. 
Should this excellent market situation 
continue through the remainder of the 
year, coupled with import and credit re- 
strictions, the commercial backlog would 
be reduced and dollar reserves would be 
increased. 


Industry at High Levels 


Industrial activity remained at high 
levels during the period mid-May to 
mid-June. The upward pressures on 
production costs continued, and Gov- 
ernment and industry spokesmen con- 
tinued to express concern. A proposal 
that the Instituto Nacional de Abaste- 
cimiento (National Institute of Supply) 
administer the distribution of certain 
commodities of basic necessity is being 
considered but no legal action has been 
taken on price control since rent con- 
trols were imposed some weeks ago. 

The Minister of Development, in re- 
porting to the nation on June 7, stated 
that Colombia is entering the most im- 
portant stage of its history—culturally, 
politically, and economically. He under- 
lined the fact that the government of 
the Armed Forces is dedicated to an 
economic revolution for the betterment 
of the Colombian working man postu- 
lated upon peace, justice, and liberty. 

The drug industry held a meeting in 
Bogota during the first week of June 
to discuss the implications of decree 





Hong Kong Controls 
Summarized 


Hong Kong’s licensing and ex- 
change controls are summarized 
for U. S. foreign traders in a new 
pamphlet released by the Bureau 
of Foreign Commerce. 

The 6-page report explains 
Hong Kong’s import and export 
licensing procedures and describes 
the types of commodities for which 
import and export licenses and 
exchange permits are required. 

U. S. controls over exports to 
Hong Kong and Hong Kong's 
certification procedure under 
which Chinese-type commodities 
of Hong Kong origin may be im- 
ported into the United States also 
are summarized. 

Entitled “Licensing and Ex- 
change Controls, Hong Kong,” 
and issued as No. 56-64 in Opera- 
tions Reports, Part 2 of BFC’s 
World Trade Information Service, 
may be purchased from the Su- 
perintendent of Documents, U. S. 
Government Printing Office, 
Washington 25, D. C., or from any 
of the Department of Commerce 
Field Offices at 10 cents a copy. 











No. 0593 of March 15 establishing a 
Government drug corporation. Following 
a conference of delegates from the con- 
vention of druggists and officials of the 
governmental Secretaria Nacional de 
Asociacion Social y Proteccion Infantil 
(SENDAS), announcements were made 
that the new drug corporation will not 
interfere with private industry but in- 
tends to limit its activities to the social 
assistance program of SENDAS. The 
druggists offered to cooperate in every 
way with the Government to assure 


success in the social assistance program. ~ 


Automobile Assembly Slow 


The Government announced that it 
was promulgating decree No. 1163 May 
23, to protect the automobile assembly 
industry in its organizational stage. 
The measure also may stimulate the 
existing body-building plants now oper- 
ating in Colombia. (Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, June 25, p. 14.) 


The various automobile assembly 
projects are progressing slowly, as 
problems of financing and organization 
are occupying the sponsor’s time. The 
Japanese firm of Toyota has signed a 
contract with Productores “Nacionales 
de Automotores for assembly of the 
Japanese jeep. 

Trade missions from Poland and Hun- 
gary came to Colombia, fallowing those 
from East Germany and Czechoslovakia. 
All expressed interest in purchasing 
Colombian coffee and in participating in 


(Continued on page 18) 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 














nares or 





ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 


Haitian Economy Marked El Salvador Activity at High Level 


By Seasonal Decline 


The normal June economic slump in 
Haiti was aggravated by the layoffs re- 
sulting from the completion of the dam 
and irrigation projects in the Artibonite 
Valley. 

The situation in the Cul-de-Sac Plain 
near Port-au-Prince was eased by the 
seasonal increase in purchases of sugar- 
cane from private growers. 

Money in circulation fell to 70,272,730 
gourdes (1 gourde=US$0.20) on May 
30, which reflected the normal dead-sea- 
son trend, but was still the highest May 
figure on record. U. S,. dollar reserves 
against circulation fell to $200,000, al- 
though total liquid reserves stood at 
41,187,487 gourdes. 

The Haytian-American Sugar Co., 
Haiti’s largest producer and only ex- 
porter of sugar products, announced 
that it would stop grinding for the cur- 
rent season about July 15. Current 
sugar production already had exceeded 
last year’s total of 57,185 short tons 
and will approximate 62,200 short tons. 

As the end of the cane-cutting season 
in the Dominican Republic aproached, 
the Haitian migratory cane cutters 
started to return. 

The Haitian Institute of Agricultural 
and Industrial Credit, the controlling 
agent for the Central Dessalines sugar 
mill at Les Cayes, signed a contract 
with the Iron Works Co. of Puerto Rico 
for repairs to the mill machinery. The 
Institute also purchased 5,000 pounds of 
cacao seeds from the Ttirrialba agricul- 
tural center in. Costa Rica for use in 
preparing nurseries in the western por- 
tion of the southern peninsula. 

The Government-owned Societe-Hai- 
tien de Developpement Agricole shipped 
10 tons of rubber latex, gathered at the 
Bayeux plantation in the north, to the 
United States on May 25. The Societe 
is establishing a new coffee nursery at 
Bayeux, musing the rubber trees as shade 
cover. 

A U. S. construction firm imported 
skilled workmen from Cuba to start 
construction of warehouses and a dryer 
for the Reynolds Haitian Mines bauxite 
project near Miragoane. Reynolds an- 
nounced that it would start to produce 
bauxite in the latter part of July. An- 
nual production now is estimated at 
400,000 tons. 


Paint Factory Started 


An American paint manufacturer in 
partnership with a Haitian firm started 
work on a paint factory in Port-au- 
Prince. The company was designated 
as a new industry under Haiti’s New 
Industries Law, giving it special tax 
and import-duty exemptions. The com- 
pany plans to make low-priced paints, 
using as much Haitian raw material as 

(Continued on page 20) 
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Economic activity in El Salvador was 
strong in the second 1956 quarter, with 
substantial retail business and good, ag- 
ricultural prospects. : 

Industrial production was high, as 
new enterprises were constructed or 
planned, and foreign trade was report- 
edly strong. 

The 1955-56 coffee crop was esti- 
mated at 950,000 bags—69 kilograms 
each—of which 935,000 had been sold 
as of the end of June. Prices held up 
well; they began at US$0.62 a pound, 
reached a high af US$0.74, and leveled 
off at above US$0.70 for most of the 
period. The West German market pur- 
chased more than 40 percent of the 
crop. The 1956-57 crop is expected to 
exceed 1 million bags. 

Cotton prices dropped from US$0.34 
a pound to US$0.30 and the Cotton Co- 
operative, which controis production 
and marketing, announced that acreage 
for the coming 1956-57 crop could be 
reduced by 20 percent, principally 
through the elimination of marginal 
lands. Production for 1956-57 is antici- 
pated at 110,000 bales, compared with 
135,000 bales in 1955-56. 

The current corn crop—basic staple 
of the Salvadoran diet—was reported 
thriving, and production is expected to 
exceed by far the preceding 3.7-million- 
quintal crop. This increase which re- 
sulted from greater acreage and wider 
use of hybrids, when added to stocks 
on hand, is expected to eliminate the 
need for further purchases abroad. 


Industrial Construction Advances 

Although no new industrial plants be- 
gan operations, construction or planning 
of several projects progressed, and a 
number of proposed ventures were 
granted benefits under the Processing 
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Industries Development Law. Construc- 
tion continued on the US$2.4-million 
Salvadoran-Japanese textile mill, and 
projects reported in the advanced plan- 
ning stage included a cement block 
plant, ready-mix concrete plant, glass 
factory, fertilizer plan, and sugar re- 
finery. 

INSAFOP, the Government Develop- 
ment Corporation (Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, Dec. 12, 1955, p. 9) announced 
the formation of its Board of Directors, 
presided over by the Minister of Econ- 
omy. It obtained Cabinet approval of 
its 5-year industrial development pro- 
gram at the end of the quarter, and was 
ready to start operations. 

The Executive Commission of the 
Port of Acajutla authorized a US$7.5- 
million bond issue to finance construc- 
tion of the breakwater pier, the con- 
tract for which recently was awarded 
to a West German firm (Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, June 4, 1956, p. 5). Sub- 
scribers to the issue included the Gov- 
ernment which acquired bonds in the 
amount of US$1.2 million. 

The Capitalizadora de Ahorros, S.A., 
was reorganized into a general commer- 
cial bank, capitalized at US$400,000, 
bringing to 6 the number of commercial 
banks operating in El Salvador. A pro- 
posal was introduced in the the Legis- 
lative Assembly for the creation of a 
Government small-loan bank to keep 
low-salaried individuals from resorting 
to private moneylenders, whose terms 
frequently border on the extortionate. 

Construction of the country’s first 
television station was begun, and a few 
receiving sets were placed on sale. 
Filmed programs from abroad will be 
used when operation of the station 
begins, probably in August.—U. S. Emb., 
San Salvador. ~ 





Basra Building . . : 


(Continued from page 4) 
(£1=US$2.80) a ton, plus other charges, 
brings the total delivered cost to appre- 
ciably more than the £22 offered by the 
London dealers. A further price decline 
hence was anticipated, to bring the 
price of Iraqi barley into line with the 
prevailing world price. 

It is estimated that this year’s total 
date production may be one-third below 
the normal Basra output of about 100,- 
000 long tons. It appeared likely, how- 
ever, that the quality of the hallawi 
variety usually supplied to the U. S. 
market wolud be of a higher quality 
than the inferior grade produced in 
1955.—U. S. Cons., Basra. 





Danish imports of unmanufactured 
tobacco in the first 3 months of 1956 
totaled 6.2 million pounds, 1.8 million 
pounds larger than the corresponding 
period of 1955, the Foreign Agricultural 
Service reports, 
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FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





Egypt Sets New Import Policy 


Egypt’s import policy for the third 
quarter of the year contains no major 
changes from that of the preceding two 
quarters, 


Import licenses for July, August, and 
September will be issued on the same 
conditions as those applying in the first 
6 months, that is, each importer will be 
permitted a quota of 20 percent of the 
average value of his 1954 and 1955 im- 
port product. 


In issuance of import licenses, con- 
sideration will be given to: 


e@ Egypt’s balance-of-payments posi- 
tion with the exporting country. 

@ Allocation of a quota to new im- 
porters in accordance with their re- 
quirements. 

@ Trilateral operations_to help settle 
accounts between Egypt and other coun- 
tries. 


Import of cotton textiles, chemical 
fertilizers, glass, soap, paper, footwear, 
and car tires of types similar to those 
produced in Egypt will be restricted to 
a quantity sufficient to cover the dif- 
ference between the quantity produced 
in Egypt and that required to meet the 
country’s demand for such products. 

Import of private cars, wireless sets, 
refrigerators, electric washing ma- 
chines, cookers, and other nonessential 
items specified from time to time by 





Guatemala Sets Import 
Quota for Flour 


The Guatemalan Government on 
July 6 authorized import of up to 
55,002 quintals of hard spring 
wheat flour in August and Sep- 
tember (1 quintal=101.43 pounds). 


Wheat imported under this au- 
thorization will be chargeable to 
the Guatemalan 1956 quota under 
the International Wheat Agree- 
ment, 

The flour to be imported must 
have a minimum protein content 
of 13.6 percent, maximum ash 
content of 0.47 percent, and a 
maximum moisture content of 14 
percent. As a _ prerequisite to 
customs clearance, all flour im- 
ports must be accompanied by a 
certificate issued by an official 
health authority in country of 
origin verifying that the shipment 
meets the required standards. — 
U. S. Emb., Guatemala. 

Earlier wheat import restric- 
tions and requirements appeared 
in Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
March 5, 1956, page 9. 











the Egyptian Government will be tem- 
porarily suspended. 

Exceptions to all import restrictions 
will be considered under the following 
conditions: 

e If regulations pertaining to invest- 
ment of foreign capital in Egypt are ap- 
plicable. 

e If construction of assembly plants 
and new industries are involved. 

e@ If the import transaction does not 
entail transfer of foreign currency 
abroad. 


More Thai Industries 
To Receive Benefits 


The Thai Government has announced 
that it is prepared to encourage invest- 
ment in certain Thai industries and has 
designated additional industries as 
eligible for assistance. 


On June 27 the Ministry of Industry, 
with Cabinet approval, stated that the 
Government is prepared to help firms 
in designated industries in the following 
ways: 

@ Grant import-duty exemption for 
machinery required for original plant 
installations. 


@ Grant income-tax exemption during 
a specified time for firms Whose income 
does not exceed 5 percent of investment. 


@ Reduce export duties on a firm’s 
product as much as one-half the nor- 
mal rate. 


@ Ban import of competing products 
or prohibit internal competition in those 
products. 


@ Permit firms to transfer abroad 
profits from their investments. 


@ Permit immigration of industrial 
experts in excess of the immigration 
quota. 

Several days later the Cabinet ap- 
proved the designation of the follow- 
ing industries as eligible for promotion: 


@® Pharmaceutical firms with a capital 
investment of over 10 million baht (fluc- 
tuating free-market rate, 21 baht= 
US$1). 


@ Plywood firms with a production 
of 20 tons or more a.day. 


@ Tanning firms treating not less 
than 100 pieces a day. 


@ Paper firms producing not Jess than 
2,000 tons a year. 

@ Sticlac firms producing annually 
not less than 200 tons a year. 

@ Canning industry firms. 

These latest additions bring the total 
of Thai industries eligible for promo- 
tion to 15. Other industries selected for 
promotion are listed in Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, November 21, 1955, page 
7 and June 18, 1956, page 12. 





Norway Eases Controls. 
On Dollar Goods Import 


Norway on July 1 extensively liberal- 
ized imports from the dollar area. A 
substantial number of commodities now 
may be imported from the dollar area 
without quantitative restriction. Import 
licenses will still be required for the 
goods but they will be issued auto- 
matically. 

Commodities on the free list account 
for over two-thirds of the value of pri- 
vate Norwegian imports from the United 
States in 1954. Among those of tradi- 
tional interest to American exporters 
are sausage casings, raisins, prunes, cot- 
ton, tobacco, oilseeds, synthetic rubber, 
raw hides and skins, chemical raw mate- 
rials, dyestuffs, insecticides, petroleum 
products, tires and tubes, textiles ex- 
cept clcthing, machine tools, pumps, 
compressed air tools, tractors, forklift 
trucks, industrial machinery and ap- 
paratus, electric motors, radio tubes, 
radar apparatus, and automobile parts. 

The establishmient of a dollar free 
list is the first step taken by Norway 
to ease the severe restrictions imposed 
on dollar imports in 1947. 

Inquiries as to specific commodities 
on the list should be addressed to the 
European Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. 





Mexican Vehicle Duties 
Cut for Border Residents 


Automobiles, trucks, and buses im- 
ported by Mexican border residents 
into a zone to a depth of 20 kilometers 
paralleling the U. S. border, excluding 
free zones and perimeters, have been 
made subject, effective July 9, to pay- 
ment of only 10 percent of applicable 
import duties. 

Vehicles so imported must bear 
special documentation and may not 
enter other parts of the country with- 
out payment of the remaining 90 per- 
cent of applicable duties except for 
temporary trips not to exceed a total 
of 3 months in any year. Such tempo- 
rary trips may be made under bond for 
unpaid duties. After 5 years in border 
zones, however, the vehicles may cir- 
culate freely in Mexico. 

Vehicles imported under this special 
arrangement, according to the im- 
plementing decree, must’ be acquired 
through distributors duly registered with 
Mexican fiscal authorities or through 
groups licensed by the Ministry of 
Economy.—Diario Oficial, July 9, 1956. 





Japan’s exports of condensed milk in 
1955 declined to 290 pounds as compared 
with exports of 1.5 million pounds in 
1954, the Foreign Agricultural Service 
reports. 
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Saudi Arabian Marking 
Regulations Fixed 


Use of pictures of persons or of 
the Saudi Arabian official emblem 
—two swords and the palm—on 
any type of merchandise sold in 
or imported into Saudi Arabia is 
forbidden, its Ministry of Finance 
announced in Al-Bilad of June 5. 

Such merchandise may be deco- 
_pated only with pictures of flow- 
ers, trees, and similar representa- 
tions. 

Merchants and importers were 
given 3 months, beginning May 
25, in which to notify their deal- 
ers abroad. Merchandise not con- 
forming to this regulation on and 
after August 8 will be seized by 
Saudi officials.—U. S. Emb., Jidda. 











Mexico Grants Import 
Subsidy on Tinplate 


Mexico has_ established subsidies 
amounting to various percentages of ap- 
plicable import duties on first-grade 
tinplate imported under permits issued 
by its Ministry of Economy and has ex- 
tended the subsidy on blackplate. The 
tinplate subsidies, to be in effect from 
April 1 through December 31, 1956, 
are as follows: 


Hot-dipped tinplate of under 100 
pounds base weight, 75 percent of ap- 
plicable import duties; of 100 to 135 
pounds base weight, 50 percent of ap- 
plicable duties, 

Electrolytic tinplate of 100 to 103 
pounds base weight, 50 percent of ap- 
plicable import duties; of other base 
weights, 20 percent of applicable du- 
ties. 

The subsidies will apply to a total 
of 15,000 tons of tinplate to be im- 
ported in quantities not exceeding 5,000 
tons in each of the last three quarters 
of this year. An exception is made, 
however,—in. behalf of small consumers 
in that the National Bank of Foreign 
Trade may be authorized to import for 
them under subsidy up to 5 tons each 
per quarter, 


To prove that tinplate imports are 
qualified for the subsidy, importers 
must present the orfginal manufactur- 
er’s invoice, as well as a certificate of 
inspection from companies such as 
Lloyds International, Hunt, or Veritas, 
attesting that the tinplate is first grade. 

Tinplate is classified in the Mexican 
import tariff under classification No. 
670.06.01, tinplate in sheets, neither 
painted, stamped, nor embossed, dutia- 
ble at 0.10 peso per gross kilogram and 
2 percent ad valorem. 

The subsidy on blackplate, originally 
established for the period January 1- 


August 6, 1956 


June 30, 1956 (Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, Mar. 12, 1956, p. 10), is extend. 
ed through December 31, Provision also 
is made for blackplate import under sub- 
sidy by the National Bank of Foreign 
Trade on behalf of small consumers, 
such imports not to exceed 10 tons each, 
In addition to blackplate listed under 
tariff classifications Nos, 670.05.00 and 
670.05.01, that appearing under No. 
670.05.99 also is entitled to the: sub- 
sidy.— Diario Oficial, June 25, 1956. 





Mexico Puts New Items 
Under Trade Control 


Certain stationary engines and parts 
therefor, various vehicles and parts, 
and some chemical products have been 
added to the Mexican list of items re- 
quiring prior import permits from the 
Ministry of Economy, 

Added to items requiring prior export 
permit from the Ministry are various 
iron and steel products, including sheets, 
pipe, and structural forms. 

Mexican tariff classifications affected 
by the new import controls and the 
dates on which the controls went into 
effect are the following: 


Effective June 138 


710.01.97. Stationary internal combustion 
motors voles up to 70 kilograms each, 
not specified. 

710.01.98. Same, weighing over 70 but not 
over 500 kilograms each. 

741.08.07. Separate parts of motors and half 
motors for stationary internal combustion 
motors, commercially called ‘‘monoblocks,"’ 
and motor heads. 

741.08.99. Separate parts for “Sy in- 
ternal combustion motors, not specified. 
(Control applies only to parts for motors 
up to 9 horsepower and motors weighing up 
to £00 kilograms.) 


Effective June 27 


751.04.05. Automobiles we ee qui ote 
with porovint concrete mixers, ching 
over 3,000 kilograms, so constructed 
they may not be used separately cto that by 
dismounming them. 

753.00.00. Ambulanees of any kind, auto- 
motive or not, 

753.00.01. Funeral coaches of any kind, au- 
tomotive or not. 


760.02.60. Incomplete automobiles, consider- 
ing as such their structures when their 
form permits identification of the d@utomo- 
bile in question. 


760.03.01. Incomplete chassis, considering as 
such their structures when their form - 
mits identification of the chassis in questio 


Effective July 4 
601.12.02. Formaldehyde (gas). 


Effective July 7 
6501.00.10. Phthalic acid. 
5601.07.16. Dibutyl phthalate, 
6501.07.17. Diethyl phthalate. 
5601.07.99. Ethers or esters, not specified. 


570.00.06. Synthetic resins, solid, with a 
base of cellulose, of urea; of phthalic, 
maleic, carbic and sebacic acids; ot. poly 
amides; and of other synthetic pr 
not specified, neither pigmented nor con- 
al coloring materials derived from coal 


570.00.07. Same, pigmented with lampblack 
or with coloring materials of mineral origin 
or derived from coal tar. 


The new export controls affect the 
following classifications: 
Effective July 17 

80-16. Sheets of iron or steel of all kinds, 


FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 


Agreement Approved on. 
Berlin Debt Settlement 


The agreement on settlement of Ber- 
lin’s prewar foreign debts with U. S. 
and British creditors, negotiated in May 
between West Berlin government rep- 
resentatives and those creditors, io 
been approved by the German Federal 
Finance Ministry, 


The maturity dates of the loans cov- 


The 6%-percent $15-million 
Joan of 1928 extended to 1970; the 6- 
percent $15-million loan of 1928 extend- 
ed to 1978; the 6-percent £3.5 million 
loan of 1927 extended to 1977. 

The original capital amount of the 
bond issues will remain unchanged, and 
provision is made for funding interest 
in arrears. Interest payable after March 
31, 1956, will be 75 percent of the origi- 
nal rates. Amortization of the loans will 
be at the rate of 1 percent beginning in 
1958 and 2 percent beginning in 1963. 

The agreement follows in general the 
pattern of the 1953 London Debt Settle- 
ment on German prewar foreign debts, 
but Berlin’s special economic and politi- 
cal situation was taken into considera- 
tion in drawing up the terms.—U. S. 
Emb., Bonn. 





Ceylon Revises Duties on 
Automobiles, Other Items 


The Government of Ceylon has made 
some changes in its customs duty rates, 
effective July 13. 


Import items affected; their new rates 
of duty; and former duties, shown in 
parentheses, are as follows (1 rupee= 
US$0.21): 


Motorcars ani station wagons: With landed 
cost of less than 8,000 Bs oe 42% 
(424% to 50 nt); landed cost of 
between 8, and 12,000 rupees, 70 rt 
(67% percent); with lan cost over 
12,000 rupees, 90 percent (874% percent). 

Tractors and other agricultural implements, 
12 percent (15 percent); all ments 
and spare parts for wireless sets, per- * 
cent (27% percent); diesel oil, 0.15 rupee 
cents per imperial gallon (free). 

Jams, jellies, marmalades, and butter, 15 
percent 25 percent) ; 


owder, a4 and toes preparations ‘except per- 

oy we Fs 
Jy3s, 

37% pesouns to percent). — 


ae export duty on cocoa is reduced 
from 0.40 rupee cents per pound to 0.25 
rupee cents, and the export duty on 
graphite is increased from 1 rupee per 
hundredweight to 2% rupees. 





not specified. 
80-17. Pipe of iron or steel. 


80-18. fders, channels, es, 
and similar s ores of rolled iron Py ~ 
even if containing cuts or perforations. 


80-19. Iron or steel, rolled or drawn, in 
unspecified forms. 


—Diario Oficial, June 13 and 27; 
July 4, 7, and 17, 1956. 


9 








FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 








Denmark Takes Steps 
To Attract Capital 


The National Bank of Denmark in a 
move to attract foreign investment 
capital has authorized commercial 
banks to revatriate without prior ap- 
proval the capital and profits of most 
foreign investors. 

Danish authorities also expect to con- 

centrate the handling of all matters per- 
taining to foreign investment in a single 
governmental office, an arrangement 
which should simplify the procedure re- 
quired of prospective investors. 
» Other steps to attract investment 
capital now under discussion include is- 
suance of an official investment guide, 
and sponsorship of a visit by American 
press representatives to Denmark to ex- 
amine the possibilities of dollar invest- 
ment. 

The question of providing employment 
for the increasing number of people who 
will reach employable age in the near 
future and the capital requirements of 
an investment program to expand Dan- 
ish industry sufficiently to provide em- 
ployment has received careful attention 
in Denmark.—U. S. Emb., Copenhagen. 





Philippine-Japan Agreement 
On Reparations Takes Effect 


The Philippines and Japan have ex- 
changed documents ratifying the $550- 
million World War II reparations agree- 
ment signed by the two countries on 
May 9, 1956 (Foreign Commerce V/eek- 
ly, May 21, 1956, p. 9). 

The Philippines also has deposited 
with the Department of State in Wash- 
ington its instrument of ratification of 
the Japanese peace treaty signed in San 
Francisco in 1951, thus restoring full 
diplomatic relations between the Phil- 
ippines and Japan for the first time 
since World War II. The appointment 
of the first Philippine Ambassador to 
Japan previously had been announced. 


CHILE 


Raises Customs Surcharge 


The Chilean Government to adjust 
for changes in the value of the Chilean 
paper peso following establishment of a 
free exchange rate, has increased its 
customs surcharge, which raises the 
gold peso-paper peso conversion rate 
from 65.5 to 98.6. 

The new rate represents the rate at 
which Chilean custom duties stated in 
gold pesos are converted to paper pesos. 
Inasmuch as custom duties stated in 
gold pesos remain fixed at 1 gold peso 
to US$0.2060, customs authorities have 
made periodic adjustments in the sur- 
charge rate in accordance with varia- 
tions in the value of the paper peso. 

Thus Chilean importers formerly pay- 
ing custom duties on the basis of 65.5 
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paper pesos for each gold peso duty 
rate, must now pay 98.6 paper pesos for 
each gold peso rate of duty. 

On June 22 the paper peso was quoted 
at approximately 498 pesos to the dol- 
lar.—U. S. Emb., Santiago, 


FRANCE 


Raises Tobacco-Product Prices 


A general price increase on all to- 
bacco products, including imported 
products, effective.July 9, has been an- 
nounced by the French Tobacco Mo- 
nopoly. 

Revenue derived from this increase 
is expected to yield 22 billion francs, 
or $63 million, in the last half of this 
year.—U. S. Emb., Paris, 





Activates Trade Committee 


A new committee to “reorganize” 
France’s foreign trade began function- 
ing on July 10, according to the French 
press. Composed of five high-ranking 
Ministry of Economic Affairs officials, 
the new committee will first devote it- 
self to simplification of administrative 
formalities in the foreign trade field, 


GUATEMALA 
Extends Import Controls 


The Guatemalan ban on import of 
certain iron and steel] products, such as 
structural shapes, doors, windows, and 
frames, and control over import of 
strongboxes and vault doors have been 
extended for the second time. 

The present extension, authorized by 
circular 34/56 of June 14, will terminate 
automatically when the new customs 
tariff, now under preparation, goes into 
effect. 

The original ban was established in 
December 1953 and was extended in 
November 1955. (Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, Jan. 30, 1956, p. 11).—U. S. 
Emb., Guatemala City. 


LEBANON 


Licenses Cottonseed Oil 


Import of cottonseed oil into Lebanon 
now requires a prior import license 
from the Lebanese Ministry of National 
Economy. 

No license will be issued if import of 
the cottonseed oil would overload the 
Lebanese market or compete with na- 
tional production, or if the country of 
origin prohibits export of cottonseed to 
Lebanon, or if oil-extracting plants in 
the exporting country obtain cottonseed 
at prices lower than world market quo- 
tations.—U. S. Emb., Beirut, 








Raises Tomato Duties 


The Lebanese High Council of Cus- 
toms as a protective measure against 


— 


foreign competition has increased im- 
port duties on preserved tomatoes and 
tomato sauces. 

Tomatoes and sauces of Syrian origin, 
however, will continue to be admitted 
free of duty in accordance with the 
Lebanese-Syrian trade agreement of 
March 5, 1953. 

The Lebanese tariff item affected; its 
new duty; and former rate, shown in 
parentheses, are as follows (1 Lebanese 
pound=approximately US$0.31 at free- 
market rate): 


138. Preserved tomatoes and tomato sauce 
pcan those flavored, per kilogram, semi- 
gross L£0.35, but duty not to be less than §0 
percent ad valorem (40 percent). 


—U. S. Emb., Beirut 


SAUDI ARABIA 


Broadens Television Import 


The Saudi Arabian Government has 
sanctioned import of television sets by 
Saudis, according to, local government 
and other sources. 

Americans, both those connected with 
the Arabian American Ojil Co. and those 
at Dhahran Airfield, have been per- 
mitted for some time to import sets and 
there are a large number in all 
ARAMCO communities—U. S. Cons. 
Gen., Dhahran, 


IRAQ 
Abolishes Stamp Tax on Checks 


The Iraq Government on June 18 
abolished its stamp tax of 0.010 dinar 
on checks and other payment orders 
containing the phrase “we have debited 
your account,” or any similar phrase 
(1 dinar = US$2.80). 

This action, taken by enactment of 
the third amendment, Law No. 62 of 
June 5, 1956, to Stamp Tax Law No. 50, 
1950 was intended to encourage the use 
of Iraqi banking facilities —U. S. Emb., 
Baghdad. 








investment in 


JAPAN 


basic information for 
United States businessmen 


- « « One of a series of country 
handbooks prepared by the Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce... 


$1 


From U. S. Department of Com- 
merce Field Offices, or from the 
Superintendent of Documents, 
U. S. Government Printing Office, 
Washington 25, D. C, 
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WORLD TRADE LEADS 





Australi To Invite 
Bids for New Bridge 


Tenders for the construction of a 
precast, prestressed concrete bridge 
across the Narrows of the Swan River 
at Perth, Western Australia, are to be 
invited in November by the Commis- 
sioner of Main Roads, Perth, according 
to a preliminary announcement. 

The bridge is to provide a 6-lane car- 
riageway, 70 feet in width, and 2 path- 
ways each 10 feet in width. The total 
length is to be 1,100 feet, divided into 5 
spans, the longest 320 feet. Tendering 
is to be limited to contractors who have 
had extensive experience in previous 
major concrete, bridge, or maritime 
works. 

Firms wishing to bid should write 
the Commissioner of Main Roads, or the 
Consulting Engineers, G. Maunsell & 
Partners, 7 Cleveland Row, London, 
S. W. 1. This request should reach these 
authorities by September 1 and be ac- 
companied by supporting credentials. 

Preliminary drawings of the proposed 
structure may be inspected either in 
Perth or in London. 





Peruvian Visitor To 
Purchase Equipment 


Engineer Herbert Fries of the Peru- 
vian Government Oil Company, Empresa 
Petrolera Fiscal (EPF), is scheduled to 
be in the United States from August 12 
to 22, to purchase the following equip- 
ment: 

Diesel-electric generation plant for 
Iquitos, for both public and industrial 
services; steel tanks for oil storage, 1 
of 30,000-barrel, 1 of 2,000-barrel, 1 of 
1,400-barrel, and 5 of 750-barrel capac- 
ity; watercraft for river service, includ- 
ing 2 tank barges of 10,000-barrel and 
2 of 3,000-barrel capacity each, 2 tow- 
boats of 400 horsepower each, and 2 
towboats of 200 horsepower each; and 
organic testing laboratory with reagents, 
worth about $24,000. 

These materials are to be delivered 
at Iquitos for use in connection with 
EPF’s nearby oil refinery, due to begin 
operating toward the end of 1956. 

Mr, Fries’ address in the United 
States will be the Roosevelt Hotel, 
Madison Avenue at 45th Street, New 
York, N. Y. He may be reached before 
August 10 in Europe c/o Arch, Joseph 
Fischer, Baden b. Wien, Worthgasse 3, 
Austria. The address of EPF is Edificio 
Encarnacion, 4 Piso, Lima. 





Olive-oil production in the Mediter- 
ranean Basin for 1955 is estimated at 
750,500 short tons, the lowest since 
1950, and over one-fourth smaller than 
the 1954 output, the Foreign Agricul- 
tural Service reports. 
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Foreign Governments Invite Bids 


The following governments, through 
their authorized procurement agencies, 
are inviting tenders for a number of 
items of potential interest to.U. S. sup- 
pliers. 2 

Supplemental data, such as bidding 
instructions and _ specifications, are 
available for review on loan from the 
Trade Development Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, D. C., as 
indicated by symbol (*). 

Egypt: 

American hot dip quality tinplate, 
1.25 lb. per base box; 85,569 Ib. per 
year of 20” x 28”, 107 lb. base box; 204,- 
464 lb. per year of 20” x 30”, 107 lb. 
base box; 1,681,623 Ib. per year of 
20%” x 30%”, 107 lb. base box; 849,279 
lb. per year of 20%” x 30%”, 107 Ib. 
base box; also these dimensions in 80-Ib., 
85-Ib., 95-Ib., and 100-lb. base boxes. 
Quotations requested by the Tahreer 
Province Organization. : \ 


The Province wants prices from sup- 
pliers direct, a 3-year contract for sup- 
plying the material, and delivery in two 
installments. The Province also is inter- 
ested in working as a distributing agent 
for the company that gets the contract. 

Interested companies should - send 
their quotations to the Bureau of the 
Egyptian Commercial Counselor, 2310 
Decatur Place NW., Washington 8, 
D. C., referring to the Tahreer Province 
Organization, 


Supply of various types of cable; bids 
invited until August 15 by the Director, 
Factory 99, Factories Directorate, Egyp- 
tian Ministry of War, Garden City, 
Cairo, and must be accompanied by a 
provisional deposit of 2 percent of the 
value of the contract.* 


Guatemala: 


Galvanized tubing, 4%” to 2”, steel 
cable, water hose, manila cable, screws, 
steel rods and bars, bronze bars, and 
other materials for the highway main- 
tenance shops of the Guatemalan Gov- 
ernment; bids invited: until August 14 
by the Departmento de Bienes Nacio- 
nales, Licitaciones y Asuntos Alemanes, 


India Extends Bid Deadline 


The opening date for tender No. 
SBI/1336-G/III for supply and erection 
of radial gates for Kotah Barrage in 
India has been extended to August 17, 
and offers will be accepted until 
October 17, This tender was announced 
in Foreign Commerce Weekly, June 25, 
1956, page 15. 


Quotations already submitted may be 
revised, or new tenders may be sent to 
the Director General, Supplies and 
Disposals, New Delhi, 





14 Calle No. 3-60, Zona 1, Guatemala 
City.* : | 
India: 


Supply of 23 power transformers for 
Bokaro fourth unit and Durgapur steam 
plant; bids invited until August 20 by 
the Deputy Chief Electrical Engineer, 
Engineering and Research, Damodar 
Valley Corporation, Anderson House, 
Alipore, Calcutta 27. Copies of the speci- 
fications may be obtained from the office 
of the Deputy Chief Electrical Engineer 
for 100 rupees (1 rupee=US$0.21) a set 
excluding postage.* 

Iraq: 

Construction of buildings, machinery 
foundations, and other work for the 
Baghdad power station; bids invited un- 
til September 10 by the Directorate 
General of Legal Affairs and Contracts, 
Development Board, Baghdad. 

Two sets of bidding documents may 
be obtained from the Directorate Gen- 
eral, or from Electrobal Traction et 
Electricite, 1, Place du Trone, Brussels, 
Belgium, or at the Iraqi Embassy, 2135 
Wyoming Avenue NW., for 30 Iraqi 
dinars (1 dinar=US$2.80). Bids must be 
accompanied by a deposit of 12,000 
dinars. Early completion will be an im- 
portant factor in awarding the con- 
tract.* : 

New Zealand: 

Portable pump units, 35; bids invited 
until August 15 by the Stores Officer, 
New Zealand Forest Service, P. O, Box 
1028, Wellington.* 

Pakistan; 


Radio-telephone equipment for sta- 
(Continued on page 18) 





French Businessman Wants 
Steel Patents, Processes 


Henry L. Michael, managing director 
of Henry L. Michael & Co., Elysee 
Building, 56 Faubourg St. Honore, Paris 
8, consultants for development of manu- 
facturing patents and processes, is in 
the United States for 2 or 3 weeks, 

Mr. Michael is interested in meeting 
with firms who would like to license 
their patents and production processes 
in the steel industry anywhere in 
Europe. He also would be glad to rep- 
resent any companies who would be 
interested in particular European manu- 
facturing patents or processes. 

Interested parties may wish to com- 
municate with Mr. Michael, 550 Fifth 
Avenue, New York 19, N. Y., telephone 
Plaza 7-6454. A World Trade Directory 
report on the firm may be obtained. by 
qualified U. S. companies from the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D, C., for $1. 











WORLD TRADE LEADS. 








Radio Firm in India 
Wants Quotations 


Chopra Radio Electric Co. of Bombay, 
an importer-wholesaler of radio equip- 
ment, instruments, and accessories, 
plans to submit bids to the Director 
General of Supplies and Disposals, Gov- 
ernment of India, New Delhi, and would 
like quotations until August 16 from 
U. S. suppliers for the following items: 


Five selective calling devices for fixed 
radio-telephones network with all ac- 
cessories and 5 sets of spare parts, and 
one set selective calling device for air 
ground communication with all acces- 
sories and one set of spare parts. 

A copy of the tender notice is avail- 
able for review on loan from the Trade 
Development Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. Inter- 
ested firms are invited to send quota- 
tions to Chopra Radio Electric Co., 
Imperial Building, Lamington Road, 
Bombay 4. 

Collaboration with a U. S. manu- 
facturer in the import and assembly of 
microphones also is desired by Chopra. 
The company would like to import from 
a U. S. firm two basic parts of a micro- 
phone, the transformer and magnetic 
interior; the casing necessary to house 
these parts would be manufactured in 
Bombay by a local firm. 

Interested parties are Invited to cor- 
respond direct with the firm at the 
address given. Supplemental data are 
available for review on loan from the 
Trade Development Division. 

A World Trade Directory report on 
Chopra is available to qualified U. S. 
companies from BFC’s Commercial 
Intelligence Division for $1. 


French Soft-Drink Producer 
Seeks Working Agreement 


Compagnie Generale de L’Alimenta- 
tion Moderne, G.A.M., manufacturers 
and bottlers of soft drinks, fruit and 
vegetable juices, etc, would like to 
enter into a working arrangement or 
licensing agreement with a U. S. firm 
for the production in France of soft 
drinks and related products. 

The company also will consider mar- 
keting U. S. products through its sales 
organization covering the whole of 
France. U. S, machinery, techniques, 
sales methods, and some capital par- 
ticipation if desired by the U. S. firm 
is sought by the G.A.M. 

Interested firms are invited to cor- 
respond direct wth Andre Langeron, 
general manager, Cagnotte, Landes, 
France, A World Trade Directory report 
on the French company is available to 
qualified U. S. firms from the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, U. S, Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, D. C., 
for $1. 
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Equipment Needed by 
Rio Port Authority 


Bid invitations for equipment to load 
and unload coal and iron ore at a new 
dock area under construction in Rio de 
Janeiro are being prepared by the Rio 
port authority. 


A canal 12 meters wide is being 
dredged to the new dock area and upon 
its completion in about 6 months, the 
necessary materials-handling equipment 
will be installed. Equipment,desired is 
expected to include ore loaders, con- 
veyors, track hoppers, and related 
items, capable of loading or unloading 
1,800 tons of coal and ore an hour. 


While no particular terms of payment 
are planned to be stipulated, any pro- 
posals for financing the purchase of the 
equipment will be considered. Bids 
which require a minimum of dollar ex- 
penditure and which permit payment 
in cruzeiros to the maximum extent 
possible will be given preference. 

Interested parties may address the 
Rio Port Administration as follows: 
Administracao do Porto do Ric de 
Janeiro, Servico de Engenharia, Avenida 
Rodrigues Alves 20, Rio de Janeiro. 





Timber Removal in 
New Guinea Planned 


Bids for the removal of timber from 
approximately 40,000 acres located in 
the Brown River area, about 20 miles 
north of Port Moresby in New Guinea, 
are invited by the Minister for Terri- 
tories, Canberra, Australia. 


Tenders, which must be received 
before October 26, must state the 
royalty offered in addition to the pre- 
scribed royalties on certain of the species 
of timber as specified in the conditions 
of tender. The permit shall be for a 
period of 10 years, and operations must 
begin within 12 months of the granting 
of the concession, The permit holder 
must erect on an approved site a saw- 
mill capable of sawing 4 million super 
feet of logs a year. 


A*copy of the conditions of tender, 
summary of area by vegetative cover, 
ordinances and regulations, and a map 
of the Brown River area, are available 
for review on loan from the Trade 
Development Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C, 





Kuwait Plans Construction 


Tenders will be invited early in the 
fall for construction in Kuwait of a 
municipality building, estimated cost 
$8.4 million, and of a 500-bed Subah 
hospital, estimated cost $4.2 million, 
according to the Inspector-General of 
the Public Works Department. 





NEW OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR WORLD TRADE 











The firms and individuals named in 
the following lists have expressed inter. 
est in establishing new business connec- 
tions in the United States, While every 
effort is made to include only firms or 
individuals of good repute, the VU, §S, 
Department of Commerce cannot as- 
sume responsibility for any transactions 
undertaken with these firms. 

World Trade Directory reports on the 
listed firms are available to qualified 
U. S. firms from BFC’s Commercial 
Intelligence Division, or through De- 
partment of Commerce Field Offices 
(listed on p. 2), for $1 each. However, 
the usual precautions should be taken; 
all transactions are subject to prevail- 
ing laws and regulations in this country 
and abroad. 

Supplementary information, in the 
form of literature, catalogs, photo- 
graphs, price lists, or samples, is avail- 
able as indicated by symbol] (*). Firms 
domiciled in the United States may ob- 
tain this material on loan from the 
Trade Opportunity Section, Trade De- 
velopment Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. 


IMPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Alcoholic Beverages: 


France—Protheau & ses Fils (pro- 
ducer, wholesaler, exporter), Chateau 
d’Etroyes, Mercurey, Saone and Loire, 
wishes to export direct or through 
agent high-quality Burgundy wines in 
bottles and/or barrels. 


Artificial Flowers: 

France—Les Productions Funefrance 
(importer of polyethylene; manufactur- 
er, wholesaler, exporter), 11 Quai Phil- 
ippe Bouhey, Montbard, Cote d’Or, 
wishes to export direct or through agent 
100,000 monthly of high-quality artificial 
flowers made of flexible polyethylene, 
perfumed, and suitable for interior and 
exterior decoration. Reported to be col- 
or resistant 5 years indoors and 1 year 
outdoors. Illustrated leaflets with price 
information available.* 


Card Clothings: 

Belgium—H. Duesberg-Bosson Fils, 
SPRL (manufacturer, exporter), 91 rue 
des Deportes, Verviers, wishes to export 
through agent card clothing and high- 
quality leather used in the textile indus- 
try. Leaflets available.* 

Current World-Trade Directory report 
being prepared, 

Germany—Joseph Plum-Kratzenfab- 
rik (manufacturer, exporter), Beuel a. 
Rh., wishes to export direct or through 
agent large quantities of card clothings 
for the textile, asbestos, leather, and 
cigarette industries. Catalog available.* 
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WORLD TRADE LEADS 





Clothing: 

Japan—Nikko Orimono Co. Ltd. 
(manufacturer, exporter merchant), 19 
Honmachi 3-chome, Higashi Ku, Osaka, 
wishes to export direct 3,500 monthly of 
cotton and 800 monthly of pongee silk 
Japanese-style Happi coats, made to 
order. Photographs available.* 

World Trade Directory report being 
prepared. 


Cutlery: 

Germany—Car] Julius Krebs Kronen- 
krebs Stahlwaren (manufacturer, ex- 
porter), 83/87 Beethovenstrasse, Solin- 
gen, wishes to export direct hunting and 
sporting knives, daggers, steak knives, 
and carving sets. Illustrated and de- 
scriptive leaflets available.* 


Foodstuffs: 

Belgium—Camille Willems, S.A. (im- 
porter, processor, wholesaler, exporter 
of all sea fish), 19 Minque, Ostend, 
wishes to export direct or through 
agent quick-frozen fish and fish fillets. 


Handtools: 

Germany—Fr. Albert Heynen (manu- 
facturer, exporter), 8 Kreuzbergstrasse, 
Remscheid-Luettringhausen, wishes to 
export direct or through agent tools, 
drills, and augers of all kinds—20,000 
sets of drills and 5,000 sets of chisels 
monthly. Illustrated leaflets and price 
list available.* 


Germany—Fr. Krause (manufacturer, 
exporter), 25 Ziegwebersberg, Leichlin- 
gen/Rhlid., wishes to export direct tool 
kits for home, sport, and profession. 
Photographs, catalog, and price list 
available.* 

Germany—Ernst Pohl (manufactur- 
er, exporter), 8 Auf dem Dorfe, Halver/ 
Westf., wishes to export direct or 
through agent 1,000 monthly of chain 
pipe wrenches, 50,000 monthly of pipe 
wrenches, and 20,000 monthly of ad- 
justable angle wrenches. [Illustrated 
leaflets available.* 

Housewares: 

Japan—Meilung Trading Co. (export 
merchant), 22 Kawaramachi 3-chome, 
Higashi Ku, Osaka, wishes to export 
direct or through agent 20,000 monthly 
of cleaning brushes. Leaflet and sam- 
ple available.* 

World Trade Directory report being 
prepared. 

Japan—Nakajima Bobbin Manufac- 
turing Co., Ltd. (manufacturer, export 
merchant), Seitkatsuyohin Bldg., Shio- 
machi-dori 3-chome, Minami Ku, Osaka, 
wishes to export direct or through 
agent 3,000 doz. monthly of wooden sal- 
ad bowls and 5,000 doz. monthly of 
wooden salt and pepper shakers. Catalog 
of photographs available.* 

Jewelry: 

Denmark—J. E. Jensen (export mer- 
chant), Strandvej 92, Esbjerg, wishes 
to export direct or through regional 
agents in New York, Chicago, San 
Francisco, and New Orleans, high-qual- 
ity Danish-craftsmanship, genuine am- 
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Europe Paper Industry 
Data Published 


A directory of the paper indus- 
try in Europe, Birkner Address- 
buch der Papier Industry Europas, 
1956-57, in English, German, and 
French, has been published by 
Verlag Birkner & Co., Darmstadt, 
Paper, board, and woodpulp mills 
—as well as wholesalers; agents; 
and representatives—are listed by 
countries. 

Also included are an alphabet- 
ical and classified list of products 
of paper, cardbeard, cellulose, 
woodpulp mills, and the paper- 
converting industry; sources of 
supply for the whole industry; . 
technical-economic information 
regarding paper trade associa- 
tions; and lists of experts in the 
trade, promotive organizations, 
and institutions for professional 
training. 

A copy of this directory is avail- 
able for review in the Commercial 
Intelligence Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C., or may be purchased for 
$11 from the publisher’s U. S, 
representative, Atlantic Service 
Agency, 136 Liberty Street, New 
York 6, N. Y. 











ber jewelry, including brooches, ear- 
rings, etc. 

Machinery: 

Germany — Maschinenfabrik Fecken- 
Kirfel (manufacturer, ‘ exporter), 15 
Goebbelgasse, Aachen, wishes to export 
direct or through agent splitting, cut- 
ting, and sharpening machines for the 
rubber, plastic, and leather industry. 
Illustrated leaflets with German de- 
scription available.* 

Germany—J. P. Guillot-Soehne Tex- 
tilmaschinenfabrik (manufacturer, ex- 
porter), 50 Kuehlwetterstrasse, Aachen, 
wishes to export direct or through 
agent textile machines for the wool— 
and kindred fibers—industry, Catalog 
available.* 

Metal Products: 

Spain—Galvastamp, S.A. (manufac- 
turer, exporter), Entenza 90, Barcelona, 
wishes to export direct or through agent 
metal furnishings for leather articles 
and clasps for women’s handbags. 

Minerals: ~ 

Morocco—Societe des Mines du Zel- 
mou (mine operator), 80 Boulevard 
d’Anfa, Casablanca, wishes to export di- 
rect or through agent 70,000 metric 
tons annually under contract of 94% of 
BaSO, barite ore. 

Novelties: 

Japan—Meilung Trading Co. (export 
merchant), 22 Kawaramachi 3-chome, 


Higashi Ku, Osaka, wishes to export 
direct or through agent 50,000 monthly 
of a novelty miniature picture viewer. 
It is stated that for an order exceeding 
5,000, sets of different pictures are 
available at buyer’s option. Sample 
available.* 

World Trade Dixectory report being 
prepared. - 

Nursery Products: 

Belgium—Handelskwekerij Raymond 
Van Peteghem, PVBA (export mer- 
chant), 81 Beelbroekstraat, St. Amands- 
berg-Ghent, wishes to export direct 
large quantities of high-quality begonia 
and gloxinia bulbs. 

Pharmaceuticals: 

Japan—Meilung Trading Co. (export 
merchant), 22 Kawaramachi 3-chome, 
Higashi Ku, Osaka, wishes to export 
direct or through agent 10,000 doz. 
monthly—10 gr. each—of high-quality 
ointment for the treatment of athlete’s 
foot. Leaflet and sample available.* 

Photographic Equipment: 

Germany—Erich Hertzel (manufac- 
turer, exporter), Lueneburgerstrasse 8, 
Hamburg-Harburg, wishes to export di- 
rect or through agent high-quality wa- 
terproof and rustproof exposure meters, 
fully tropicalized. Illustrated leaflet 
available.* 

Soap: 

Belgium—Savonnerie et Parfumerie 
L. Eeckelaers, S.N.C. (importer of raw 
materials; manufacturer, exporter of 
toilet soap, perfumery, pharmaceutical 
white glycerine), 61 rue Gillon, St. Jo- 
see-Ten-Noode, Brussels, wishes to ex- 
port direct or through agent high-qual- 
ity toilet soap. 

Sporting Goods: 

Spain—Zabala Hermanos (manufac- 
turer, exporter), P. O. Box 98, Eibar, 
Guipuzcoa, wishes to export direct and 
through agent single- and double-barrel 
shotguns of 10, 12, 16, 20, 24, 28, 32, 
and 36 gages. Available for immediate > 
export: 3,500 double-barrel shotguns, 
gages 12 and 16. 

Textiles: 

Germany—Mechanische Seidenwebe- 
rei Viersen Atkiengesellschaft (manu- 
facturer, exporter), 1-3 Klosterweiher, 
Viersen-Rhlid., wishes to export direct 
10,000 yards monthly of 100% staple fi- 
ber and rayon for use in interior deco- 
rating, such as drapes and upholstery 
materials. Samples available.* 

Japan—Nikko Orimono Co. Ltd. 
(manufacturer, export merchant), 19 
Honmachi 3-chome, Higashi Ku, Osaka, 
wishes to export direct 3,000 to 5,000 
monthly of 12-piece luncheon sets made 
of the special Japanese narrow-width 
dyed cotton fabric—yukata—used for 
summer kimonos. 


EXPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Amusement-Park Equipment: 
Ecuador — Sociedad Radiotecnica 
Ecuatoriana (importer, wholesaler, re- 
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Italian Inventor Offers 
Refrigerator Patent 


Nino Turati, 4 Corso Someiller, 
Turin, wishes to assign to a U. S. 
firm his patent for a new type 
of household refrigerator. 

The refrigerator is said to in- 
corporate a new door design 
which allows partial access to 
various compartments, each hav- 
ing a different temperature. 

Descriptive information in 
Italian—with drawings of the 
refrigerator—is available for re- 
view on loan from the Investment 
Development Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C. 

A World Trade Directory report 
on Sr. Turati is available to 
qualified U. S. firms from BFC’s 
Commercial Intelligence Division 
for $1. 











tailers of radios, typewriters, sewing 
machines, bicycles, and film projection 
equipment), Calle Venezuela 693, P.O. 
Box 414, Quito, wishes to purchase di- 
rect new or used amusement-park 
equipment, including merry-go-round, 
ferris wheel, and riding devices. 


Chemicals: 


France—DEPSO (Laboratoires Saky) 
(manufacturer of insecticides; whole- 
saler of chemicals, paints, cleaning 
compounds, and toilet preparations), 5 
rue Saint-Francois, Bordeaux, Gironde, 
wishes to purchase from U.S. exporters 
raw materials utilized in the production 
of household and agricultural insecti- 
cides, and also of rodent—principally 
rat and mice—exterminators. 


France—E. L. Jarach (wholesaler, 
commission merchant, sales agent and 
distributor of chemicals for agricultural 
and industrial purposes, for drug stores, 
etc., as well as raw chemical materials 
for the textile, dye, leather, and other 
industries, and for processors of food- 
stuffs, canners, etc.), 107-109 rue du 
Velodrome, Cauderan, Gironde, wishes 
to purchase direct from U.S. manufac- 
turers and exporters good-quality agri- 
cultural, industrial, and pharmaceutical 
chemical products, including raw chem- 
ical materials for the textile, dye, leath- 
er, and food industries and trades. 


Firm wishes primarily to obtain gen- 
eral agency and also is interested in 
concluding agreement with U.S. firms 
for warehousing, marketing in France, 
and delivering to buyers chemicals and 
related products. 


Confectionery: 


Germany—Robert Kloesser (import- 
er, exporter of sweets, chocolate goods, 
cakes, and food), 90 Grosskoelnstrasse, 
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Aachen, wishes to purchase direct 
sweets and candy of all kinds. 

Decorators’ Supplies: 

Thailand—Atilantic Trading Co. (im- 
porter, wholesaler distributor of chemi- 
cals, pharmaceuticals, surgical instru- 
ments, and construction materials), 
1/12 Opposite Bangkok Bank, Suapa 
Road, Bangkok, wishes to purchase di- 
rect decorative house materials. 


Drugs and Pharmaceuticals: 

Thailand—Atlantic Trading Co. (im- 
porter, wholesale distributor of chemi- 
cals, pharmaceuticals, surgical instru- 
ments, and construction materials), 
1/12 Opposite Bangkok Bank, Suapa 
Road, Bangkok, wishes to purchase di- 
rect antibiotics, pharmaceutical special- 
ties, and vitamins. 

Foodstuffs: . 

Germany—J. G. Schrimper K.G. (im- 
porter, manufacturer), 11/12 Staulinie, 
Oldenburg (Oldb.), wishes to purchase 
direct popcorn, potato chips, and candy 
specialties. , 

Industrial Equipment: 

Colombia—UGRA, Ltda. (manufac- 
turer’s agent), No. 13-99, Carrera, 
Apartado Aereo 1347, Cali, Valle, wishes 
to purchase direct electric ovens for the 
production of 60,000 Ibs. monthly of 
silicon carbide (carburundum) with 
crushing equipment and _ selective 
screens for classifying the resulting 
grains. Firm also wishes to purchase 
direct all equipment necessary for the 
production of emery paper (sand pa- 
per), for an approximate production 
rate of 40,000 8” x 11” or 9” x 12” 
sheets for 8-hr. day. 


India—B. K. Mittal & Sons (import- 
ing distributor, manufacturer’s agent 
handling motorcycles, bicycles, and 
parts), Staff Road, Ambala Cantt., Pun- 
jab, wishes to purchase direct the fol- 
lowing machinery of the latest type: 
One complete automatic automobile 
servicing plant, and one complete eco- 
nomical electroplating plant. 

Machinery: 

Germany—J . G. Schrimper K.G, (im- 
porter, manufacturer), 11/12 Staulinie, 
Oldenburg (Oldb.), wishes to purchase 
direct machinery required for the man- 
ufacture of popcorn, potato chips, and 
candy specialties, in order to start pro- 
duction of these commodities in Ger- 
many. 

India—Sanghani & Co. (importer, 
sales/indent agent selling general mer- 
chandise), 178/180 Abdul Rehman St., 
Bombay 3, wishes to purchase direct 
from U.S. manufacturers snap-fastener- 
making machinery. 

Thailand—Thai Watana Panich (im- 
porting distributor and publisher), 599 
Maitrichit Road, Bangkok, wishes to 
purchase direct and seeks agency for 
printing machinery. 

Medical and Toilet Supplies: 

Germany — Dreika-Parfuemerie Wil- 
helm Thomas (importer, wholesaler, 
exporter), 48 Ostwall, Krefeld, wishes 





——— 


to purchase direct perfumes of all kinds, 

Italy—D. Lancellotti & Co. S.pA, 
(manufacturer, importing distributor), 
33 Via Giuseppe Ricciardi, Naples, 
wishes to purchase direct from U. §S. 
suppliers well-known American brand- 
name products, such as sanitary arti- 
cles (eg., sanitary towels), beauty 
creams, and sundries, including water 
bags or ice bags, rubber articles, syr- 
inges, hypodermic needles, adhesive 
tape, and thermometers. 


Newsprint and Printers’ Supplies: 

Thailand—Thai Watana Panich (im- 
porting distributor and publisher), 599 
Maitrichit Road, Bangkok, wishes to 
purchase direct and obtain agency for 
newsprint and art paper, as well as 
tools, spare parts, and sundries connect- 
ed with printing and bookbinding. 


AGENCY OPPORTUNITIES 


Air Conditioners: 

France — Etablissements R. Juguet 
(wholesaler, manufacturer’s agent), 24- 
bis rue Bonado, Pau, Basses-Pyrenees, 
seeks agency for good-quality air-con- 
ditioners for home use. 





Chemicals: 

France—DEPSO (Laboratoires Saky) 
(manufacturer of insecticides; whole- 
saler of chemicals, paints, cleaning com- 
pounds, and toilet preparations), 5 rue 
Saint-Francois, Bordeaux, Gironde, 
wishes to obtain general agency for in- 
secticides and related products of US. 
origin; paints, water and other types; 
emulsions; colors; and cleaning com- 
pounds. 


Electric Refrigerators: 

France—Etablissements R. Juguet 
(wholesaler, manufacturer’s agent), 24- 
bis rue Bonado, Pau, Basses-Pyrenees, 
seeks agency for good-quality household 
refrigerators. 


Electronic Equipment: 

Thailand—Oriental Traders Co. (im- 
porting distributor, commission mer- 
chant), 95/1-2 Nakorn Sawan Road, 
Bangkok, seeks agency for “electronic 
equipment, including amplifiers, speak- 
ers, and testers. 

Foodstuffs: 

British Guiana—The Georgetown 
Trading Co. (commission merchant), 
Crescent’s Bldg., 65 King St., George- 
town, wishes to obtain agency for 
pickled pork and beef products, flour, 
pure lard, and Mexican garlic. 

British West Indies—Wilson & John- 
stone, Ltd. (manufacturer’s agent, com- 
mission merchant, shipping and shore 
excursion agent), 3 Broadway, Port of 
Spain, Trinidad, seeks agency for 
canned goods and provisions. 

Greece—Sp. P. Samout (manufactur- 
ers’ and exporters’ sales agent), 10 Pes- 
mazoglou St., Athens, seeks agency 
from U.S. exporters of cereals and dairy 
products—dried milk solids, and evapo- 
rated milk. 
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S. African Firm Seeks 
U. S. Investment 


Lifts & Electrical, Pty., Ltd., 
P. O. Box 227, Johannesburg, is 
seeking the assistance of U. S. 
engineering firms or manufac- 
turers of electrical accessories for 
the manufacture of an improved 
device for jointing electrical con- 
duits. 

The South African firm will con- 
sider offering its patent for the 
manufacture of the device in the 
United States, or securing finan- 
cial assistance from a U. S. firm 
for manufacture in South Africa 
with a view to exporting the 
product. 

A copy of the patent applica- 
tion describing the operation of 
the device is available for review 
on loan from the Investment De- 
velopment Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington 
3 BD. &. 

A World Trade Directory re- 
port on Lifts & Electrical Pty, 
Ltd., also is available to qualified 
U. S. firms from BFC’s Commer- 
cial Intelligence Division, for $1. 











Hardware: 

British West Indies—Wilson & John- 
stone, Ltd. (manufacturer’s agent, com- 
mission merchant, shipping and shore 
excursion agent), 3 Broadway, Port of 
Spain, Trinidad, seeks agency for small 
hardware. 

Industrial Equipment: 





stone, Ltd. (manufacturer's agent, com- 
mission merchant, shipping and shore 
excursion agent), 3 Broadway, Port-of- 
Spain, Trinidad, seeks agency for oil- 
field machinery and  machine-shop 
equipment. 

Naval Stores: 

British Guiana—The Georgetown 
Trading Co. (commission merchant), 
Crescent’s Blidg., 65 King St., George- 
town, wishes to obtain agency for pine 
tar free from acid and water. 

Plumbing Equipment: 

Peru—Negociacion Italo-Peruana, 
§.A. (importer, distributor, manufactur- 
er’s agent), Jiron A. Miro Quesada 470, 
Lima, seeks exclusive agency in Peru 
from U. S. manufacturer or exporter of 
complete line of sanitary fixtures and 
plumbing equipment. 

Radio and Television Sets: 

France — Etablissements R. Juguet 
(wholesaler, manufacturer’s agent), 
24bis rue Bonhado, Pau, Basses-Pyrenees, 
seeks agency for good-quality radio and 
television sets and accessories, and re- 
lated lines. 

Raw Cotton: 

Denmark—Poul Andersson (commis- 
sion merchant handling spinning :na- 
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terials), 4 Amagerbrogade, Copenhagen 
S, wishes to obtain agency for raw 
cotton. 

Scales: 

British Guiana—The Georgetown 
Trading Co. (commission merchant), 
Crescent’s Bldg., 65 King St., George- 
town, wishes to obtain agency for plat- 
form scales, from 500 pounds up to 25 
tons. 

Seeds and Bulbs: 

Germany—Paul Wermeling (manu- 
facturer’s agent), 1-5 Caffamacherreihe, 
Hamburg, wishes to obtain agency for 
senega roots, Hydrastis, ipecacuanha 
roots, Lobeliae and Passiflora herbs. 

Greece—Sp. P. Samout (manufactur- 
ers’ and exporters’ sales agent), 10 
Pesmazoglou St., Athens, seeks agency 
from U.S. exporters of seeds and seed 
oil. 

Tallow: 

Greece—Sp. P. Samout (manufactur- 
ers’ and exporters’ sales agent), 10 
Pesmazoglou St., Athens, wishes to ob- 
tain agency from U.S. exporters of tal- 
low—fancy, prime, etc.—for the produc- 
tion of glycerine and tallow fatty acids. 

Textiles: 

Germany—Siegfried Langsdorff (man- 
ufacturer’s agent), 9 Overbeckstrasse, 
Hamburg, seeks agency for fabrics, such 
as worsted and carded woolens, cotton, 
rayon, and other synthetic materials 
suitable for manufacturing outerwear. 





FOREIGN 
VISITORS 











Australia—D. G. Peacocke, represent- 
ing E.S. Clementson Pty., Ltd. (builder, 
contractor, engineer), 65 York St., Syd- 
ney, is interested in an association with 
a U.S. firm to carry out large-scale con- 
struction projects in Australia, includ- 
ing dams, hydroelectric works, defense 
and atomic-energy plants, factories, 
bridges, roads, etc. Scheduled to arrive 
August 20, via New York, for a 9-week 
visit. 

U.S. address: c/o Chase Manhattan 
Bank, 18 Pine St., New York, N.Y. 
Itinerary: New York, Denver, and Los 
Angeles. 


Belgium—Leon Kaufman, represent- 
ing SETALANA, 315 rue du Progres, 
Brussels, is interested in visiting wom- 
en's lingerie manufacturing plants, and 
in finding sources of supply of embroid- 
ered fabrics. Was scheduled to arrive 
August 3 or 5, via New York, for 3 to 
4-week visit. U.S. address: c/o McAlpin 
Hotel, Broadway and 34th St., New 
York, N.Y. Itinerary: New York and 
probably Chicago. 

India—K.J. Chanchani, and N.G. 
Mukherjee, representing Hind Strip 
Mining Corp. Private, Ltd. (coal min- 
ing), 5 Royal Exchange Place, Calcutta 
1, are interested in earth-moving ma- 
chinery, open-cut mining equipment, 
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and explosives, and wish to visit indus- 
trial plants manufacturing these items. 
Scheduled to arrive August 22, via San 
Francisco, for a 25-day visit. 

U.S. address: c/o Indian Consulate 
General, 417 Montgomery St., San Fran- 
cisco 5, Calif.; and 3 East 64th St., New 
York, N.Y. Itinerary: San Francisco, St. 
Louis, Chicago, Cleveland, New York, 
and Boston. 

Sweden—Birger Gunnar Andersen, 
representing Tage Wilberg Aktiebolag 
(importer of iron and steel; exporter of 
steel wire, wire, paper, and machinery; 
wholesaler; sales/indent agent), 18 
Norra Hamngatan, Goteborg C., is inter- 
ested in importing shipbuilding equip- 
ment from the United States to Sweden, 


_ and wishes to obtain technical informa- 


tion. Scheduled to arrive August 19, via 
New York, for a 6-week visit. 

U.S. address: c/o Foster, Wheeler 
Corp., 165 Broadway, New York 6, N.Y. 
Itinerary: New York; Carteret, N.J.; 
Pittsburgh; and other cities. 





NEW TRADE LISTS 
AVAILABLE 











Commercial Intelli 
Division has published the fo! low- 
ing new trade lists of Nese 2 mim- 
Keg sy copies hg he e obtained 

by firms domici the United 
States from this Sivision and from 


Offees The Se a ee on 
each count 

Most of ‘thews lists are a 
by a brief review of basic t 
and industry data collected ta in 
making the compilations. 

Air-Conditioning and Refrigeration 
Equipment Importers and Dealers— 
Cuba. July 1956. 

Boat and Ship Builders, Repairers,\ 
and Chandlers—Belgium. June 1956. 

Book, Magazine, and Periodical Im- 
porters and Dealers—Syria. June 1956. 

Chemical Importers and Dealers—In- 
donesia. July 1956. 

Chemical Importers and Dealers— 
Venezuela. July 1956. 

Curio, Novelty, and Handicraft Man- 
ufacturers and Exporters—Thailand. 
June 1956. 

Electrical Supply and Equipment Im- 
porters and Dealers—Hong Kong. July 
1956. 

Feedstuff Importers, Dealers, and 
Manufacturers—Guatemala. July 1956. 

Fertilizer Manufacturers and Export- 
ers—Western Germany. July 1956. 

Fruit and Nut Importers and Dealers 
—Netherlands West Indies. July 1956. 

Iron, Steel, and Building Material Im- 
porters and Dealers~Dominican Re- 
public. July 1956. 

Iron, Steel, and Building Material Im- 
porters and Dealers—lIsrael. June 1956. 

Paper and Stationery Importers and 
Dealers—Colombia. June 1956. 

Petroleum Industry—Japan. June 
1956. 

Sporting Goods, Toy, and Game Im- 
porters and Dealers—Peru. July 1956. 
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UTILITIES AND SERVICES 








German Road Program Proposed 


A comprehensive 10-year highway 
improvement program for West Ger- 
many to cost an estimated 35 million 
marks, or about US$8.3 billion, has been 
proposed by the Minister of Transport. 

Of this amount, approximately 22.5 
billion marks would be spent on Federal 
highways and autobahnen and 12.5 bil- 
lion on first- and second-class State 
highways, The plan can be submitted 
to the Bundestag, however, only after 
detailed discussion by the Federal 
Cabinet and in cooperation with the 
appropriate Ministries, especially the 
Federal Minister of Finance. 

e network to be rebuilt or extended 
under the plan would consist of about 
4,500 kilometers of autobahnen and 
12,000 kilometers of Federal highways. 
Each of the systems would have about 
2,000 and 1,000 kilometers of new con- 
struction, and the remainder would 
represent widening, rebuilding of 
bridges, provision of overpasses or under- 
passes, eliminating of sharp curves, sur- 
face improvements, and other recon- 
struction. The plan also calls for con- 
struction of so-called tourist roads, or 
roads intended mainly to serve foreign 
visitors by providing convenient access 
to scenically attractive sections. 

The 10-year plan provides for con- 
struction, extension, or creation of a 
highway network which, in conjunction 
with the autobahn system already exist- 
ing or to be constructed in that period, 
would constitute an overall network 
that for the most part would meet the 
requirements of increasing West Ger- 
man traffic in the next 20 years, or one 
that would suffice for traffic of 2% or 3 
times the present volume. 

Development of a suitable highway 


London, Port Elizabeth Get 
Direct Freight Service 


A direct, fast-frieght service between 
London and Port Elizabeth, South 
Africa, has been inaugurated by Har- 
rison Shipping Lines of London. 

This is the first direct connection 
established between the United King- 
dom and Port’Elizabeth, as all vessels 
on the United Kingdom-South African 
route normally stop at Cape Town. 

The line reportedly has transferred 
its newest and fastest freighters to the 
service and one ship a month has been 
scheduled for the run. Calls will be 
made at Las Palmas, Durban, Lourenco 
Marques, and possibly Beira, but not at 
Cape Town. 

The new service is expected to speed 
up deliveries to the Transvaal, especially 
the Johannesburg area, and to Rhodesia, 
and possibly will divert to Port Eliza- 
beth some Rhodesian cargo formerly 
shipped through Lourenco Marques. 
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network for the country as a whole will 
depend upon the cooperation of the 
States and communities and on the 
amount and timing of funds made 
available for road work.—U. S. Emb., 
Bonn. 





Communication Lines 
To Expand in Korea 


A $20-million project for the restora- 
tion and expansion of war-damaged tele- 
communication facilities in the Republic 
of Korea, financed largely by the Inter- 
national Cooperation Administration, is 
to be undertaken with technical advice 
from the Philco Corp. of Philadelphia. 


The overall program, which includes 
the expansion of commercial telephone 
and telegraph facilities, police and ma- 
rine communications, and other electric 
and electronic services, is intended to 
provide the country with a rapid, effi- 
cient, and economical communication 
system. When completed it will con- 
nect the country’s 10 principal popula- 
tion areas and link them with agricul- 
tural, industrial, and port centers. A 
variety of radiotelephone facilities will 
link the offshore islands and remote 
rugged mountainous areas with the rest 
of the country. 

Also a modern civil aviation com- 
munication system will be completed 
with the help of the U. S. Civil Aero- 
nautics Administration, whose engineers 
are now in Korea, That facility will 
furnish airport and airway communica- 
tions and provide an instrument landing 
system which will permit international 
air carriers to land in the Seoul area 
in bad weather. 

About $5 million of the $20-million 
cost of the overall undertaking has been 
provided in equipment and supplies 
brought in by United Nations military 
forces, and the remainder is being 
provided by ICA. 

Philco will send an initial staff of 
nine technically trained men who will 
introduce modern techniques and train 
Koreans in operations, and five addi- 
tional technicians will be made avail- 
able as their services are needed. 
Meanwhile ICA is providing training in 
the United States for Korean tele- 
communication employees. 





U. 8. nonmilitary exports in the first 
5 months of 1956 totaled $6.8 billion, a 
gain of $1 billion or 17 percent, over 
the comparable period of 1955. Nearly 
two-fifths of this increase for January- 
May was due to a sharply increased 
flow of U. S. goods to Canada. Exports 
to that destination expanded more than 
one-fourth to a 5-month total of $1.7 
billion. 





Eastern Airlines, Inc., 
IATA Member 


Eastern Airlines, Ine., New 
York, and Civil Air Transport Co., 
Ltd., Taipei (Formosa), have been 
admitted to active membership in 
the International Air Transport 
Association, an association official 
has announced. 

Eastern entered into interna- 
tional operations upon amalgama- 
tion in June with Colonial Air- 
lines, Inc., and thus became eligi- 
ble for active status in the inter- 
national body. 

CAT, a new member since June 
16, operates extensive routes in 
the Far East. 

IATA’s roster now comprises 70 
active and 4 associate member 
airlines. 











New Airline Service Formed 
To Serve Leeward Islands 


A new airline, Leeward Islands Air 
Transport Co., is being formed in An- 
tigua, according to the Trinidad press. 


The new service is designed to offer 
regularly scheduled air travel between 
smaller islands of the Leeward group, 
where airfields are inadequate for regu- 
lar stops by British West Indian Air- 
ways, Ltd., in its main interisland op- 
eration. 


BWIA will ho'd 51 percent of the 
company’s shares, the total capital of 
which will be BWI$150,000 (1 BWI dol- 
lar=approximately US$0.59). Other 
owners are a resident of Montserrat and 
a representative of West Indian Airways, 
Ltd., which has ‘been operating interis- 
land charter flights in the Leewards for 
the past 2 years.—U. S. Cons, Gen., 
Port-of-Spain. 





Danish Phone Companies 
To Increase Capital 


Kobenhavns Telefon Aktieselskab, 
Copenhagen, and Jydsk Telefon Aktie- 
selskab, Jutland, each plan to increase 
the amount of its capital stock by 25 
percent, or by 25 million crowns, or 
US$3,625,000, and 15 million crowns, or 
US$2,175,000, respectively. Proceeds 
from sale of stock will be used princi- 
pally for modernization. 


The Danish State is entitled to main- 
tain its position as majority stockholder 
by subscribing to one-half of the new 
stock issues, and the Treasury has ap- 
plied to the Folketing’s Appropriations 
Committee for necessary funds for the 
purchase.—U. S., Emb., Copenhagen. 
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TRANSPORT and TRAVEL NOTES 


MMMM 


Indian Railways to cope with its in- 
creased traffic is considering an initial 
dieselization of about 1,300 miles of 
rail lines during the Indian Second Five- 
Year Plan, according to the local press. 

The Railway Board reportedly does 
not favor large-scale dieselization of 
railways in India because of insufficient 
indigenous oil resources. Of the pro- 
posed 1,300 miles to be included under 
the dieselization program, 1,000 miles 
will be on the broad-gage system and 
another 300 miles on the meter-gage 
track. 


Doubling of track on certain sectors, 
especially the 60-mile route between 
Kanpur and Allahabad, also is ear- 
marked for this period. This project 
will cost an estimated 2.61 million ru- 
pees (1 rupee=US$0.21).—U. S. Emb., 
New Delhi. 





Burma Railways and the Inland 
Water Transport Board were ordered 
by the Burmese Economie and Social 
Board to cut their Te ae effec- 
tive July 1. 

Rail cuts are for grains, pulses, raw 
cotton, and heavy timber on hauls of 
more than 150 miles; wrought timber 
and teak on shipments of more than 
300 miles; wrought teak for journeys 
of more than 550 miles; and for mineral 
ores. As an indirect consequence, rates 
for items for internal consumption also 
will be reduced. 

Although IWTB will lower its rates 
for grains, pulses, oilcake, timber, afid 
cotton, rubber and rice shipping costs 
will remain as before. IWTB ‘contends 
that it is unable to slash rates on other 
items. 

The rates were lowered upon the ad- 
vice of businessmen and exporters in 
a move to make Burma more competi- 
tive in its export commodity prices.— 
U. S. Emb., Rangoon, 





The Government of India has ap- 
proved a grant of 688,450 rupees for 
road development work in the States 
of Assam, Kutch, Madras, Sikkim, Tri- 
pura, and Uttar Pradesh (1 rupee= 
US$0.21). The grant, according to the 
press, also contains a provision for 
bridge construction.—U. S. Emb., New 
Delhi, 





The Egyptian Government’s Tourist 
Department has established offices in 
Rome, London, Paris, New York, and 
Geneva to promote tourism and answer 
inquiries. 

Two large modern hotels are now 
going up in Cairo—a new Shepard Hotel 
to replace the one destroyed by rioters 
in 1952 and a Hilton Hotel. 
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The demand for hotel accommoda- 
tions in Lima, Peru, was heavy in 1956, 
and available facilities acutely inade- 
quate, but the demand has seasonally 
subsided. 

The recent opening of the new Maury 
Hotel with 108 rooms and the construc- 
tion of three new first-class hotels with 
nearly 600 rooms, to be ready by next 
February, will greatly relieve the hotel 
shortage until the expansion of Hotel 
Crillon is completed in 1958. 





Guatemalan tourist trade showed a 
rapid increase in the first 5 months of 
1955, as estimated from the record num- 
ber of visitors, 2,819, to Antigua in that 
period, compared with the correspond- 
ing period of last year. 

A potential stimulus to travel to 
Guatemala is an agreement signed by 
the Government at the end of May with 
the United States providing for recipro- 
cal free granting of visas to tourists 
from each country, good for successive 
visits over 4 years. 





Travelers entering Portugal in Jan- 
uary-April of this year totaled 55,255, 
compared with 53,082 in the like period 
of 1955, when an increase in arrivals 
of more than one-third was recorded 
over the corresponding period of 1954, 

U. S. travelers arriving in Portugal 
this year totaled 9,616, up 6 percent over 
the January-April period of 1955, and 
arrival of French travelers was up 10 
percent, while British travelers num- 
bered 3,904, about the same as in 1955. 

Shortage of hotel space appears to 
have’ limited the expected inflow of 
travelers to’ Portugal this year. A new 
hotel opened in Lisbon in June adds 
about 100 rooms. 





British Overseas Airways Corporation 
as the result of a study made of its 
equipment needs sent its chairman and 
a representative of the United Kingdom 
Air Registration Board to the United 
States in mid-July to obtain information 
concerning Boeing and Douglas jet civil 
aircraft—U. S. Emb., London. 





Trans-Island Airways, Ltd., a private 
company, has recéived permission to 


operate a new passenger air service to. 


link Rongatai Airport, in the heart of 
Wellington, New Zealand, with Hare- 
wood, near Christchurch. The license 
has been issued for a 3-year period 
expiring August 31, 1959. 

An American Beechcraft has been 
purchased to make two flights each 
way weekly, and more of these aircraft 
are expected to be bought in the United 
States if needed.—U. S. Emb., Welling- 
ton. 


—UTILITIES AND SERVICES 


Australian Stevedoring, 
Shipping Laws Focted 


The Australian Parliament 
passed a Stevedoring Industry povy 
which provides for a Stevedoring In- 
dustry Authority to succeed the pres- 
ent Stevedoring Industry Board; the 
Australian General Shipping Commis- 
sion Act; and the Australian Coastal 
Shipping Agreement Act. 2 

The new Stevedoring Authority is ex- 
pected to bring some measure of sta- 
bility to the frequently strike-bound 
Australian ports and to assist in main- 
taining a regular labor supply. 

The Authority is empowered to or- 
ganize the transfer of workers from job 
to job, extend the radio system of call- 
ups, and regulate the conduct of workers. 

It also will have responsibility for de- 
veloping methods to increase efficiency, 
investigating causes of delays, and en- 
couraging safe working standards. 

The law provides that the stevedore 
union, Waterside Workers’ Federation, 
will provide necessary dock labor under 
fixed quotas. If, however, the union 
does not fill the quota, the Authority 
can recruit additional labor. Short-term 
union registration will be permitted. 

The Authority also has, as a reserve 
power for use in emergencies only, the 
function of organizing supplementary 
labor to be called in the evenings and 
on weekends when for periods of at 
least 5 days there is more work than 
the full-time union labor can perform. 
Perseris registered for supplementary 
labor may be admitted to union mem- 
bership. 

The Australian General Shipping 
Commission Act sets up an Australian 
Coastal Shipping Commission to take 
over operation of Commonwealth-owned 
ships, currently consisting of 44 ships 
totaling 155,000 gross tons, and 11 ships 
under construction. The Commission is 
to operate a Commonwealth Shipping 
Line in competition with private com- 
panies in interstate coastal shipping 
services but is not to engage in steve- 
doring operations or to undertake the 
booking or handling of cargo carried on 
its own vessels. The tonnage of the 
Commonwealth Line is not to be ex- 
panded beyond 325,000 gross tons unless 
in the opinion of an independent au- 
thority additional tonnage is required 
and private shipping companies are un- 
able to supply it. 

The Coastal Shipping Agreement Act 
gives .Parliamentary approval to an 
agreement the Government had reached 
with private shipping companies where- 
by* the latter are to provide sufficient 
vessels of suitable types to give efficient 
and economical services and to carry 
out stevedoring operations efficiently 
and economically and at the same time 
give fair and equitable treatment to 
Shipping Commission vessels.—U. §8., 
Emb., Canberra, 
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Business Good .. . 
(Continued from page 6) 
the Third Bogota Fair next.November. 


Decree No. 1262 issued on June 1 
changed regulations on contracting for 
petroleum concessions, the priority of 
consideration for contracts, and the 
reversion of exploration data to the 
Ministry of Mines and Petroleum. The 
industry has expressed anxiety over the 
decree’s implications, especially the re- 
version of exploration data to the Min- 
istry. Government spokesmen on the 
other hand have stated emphatically 
that the decree’s purpose is to stimulate 
and not to handicap private activity in 
the industry, 


Mineral Output Increases 


The Ministry of Mines and Petroleum, 
in reporting on activities and accom- 
plishments, emphasized that the recent 
decree on exploration contracts was not 
designed to handicap the private com- 
panies’ work but to stimulate explora- 
tion and development. In discussing the 
activities of the National Division of 
Mines in the past year, he presented 
statistics showing the increase in pro- 
duction of various minerals. He men- 
tioned prominently the Instituto Co- 
lombiano de Asuntos Nucleares (Co- 
lombian Nuclear Institute) being or- 
ganized and said five proposals for ex- 
ploration and exploitation of uranium 
deposits are being considered by the 
Ministry. 

The International Bank for Recon- 
struction and Development granted on 
June 6 a loan of US$16.5 million to 
Colombia. It is estimated that this 
amourt will enable Colombia to com- 
plete a program to rehabilitate the 
country’s principal highways by the end 
of 1957. This is the third such loan 
made by the World Bank to Colombia 
and brings the total lending for Co- 
lombian highway construction, conser- 
vation, and repair to US$47.3 million. 

The Minister of Public Works, in an 
address to the nation on June 11, 
stressed the Ministry's successful efforts 
in completing the year’s highway pro- 
gram, under which 2,890 kilometers of 
highway construction and repair had 
been completed since 1951. 

The World Bank announced in June 
that a loan of US$15.9 million had been 
made available to Colombia for the con- 
struction of an extension to the Atlantic 
Railroad. This loan will finance con- 
struction of the line from Gamarra to 
Fundacion, whereas the first loan of 
US$25 million granted in 1952 was for 
the construction of the line from La 
Dorada to Gamarra. Construction from 
La Dorada to Gamarra continues to be 
slow, because of a high rate of mechani- 
eal (equipment) failures and adverse 
weather conditions. 

A French technical mission visited 
Colombia in June on the Government’s 
invitation to review several projects 
planned—mostly highways—by the Min- 
istry of Public Works. The mission ap- 





proved the construction of the Tunel 
de Mares, the highly controversial proj- 
ect for a railroad tunnel connecting 
Ibague and Armenia, the only missing 
link on the railroad from Bogota to 
Buenaventura. 


Air Agreement Discussed 


Negotiation for a new bilateral air- 
transport agreement between Colombia 
and the United States was resumed 
during the month with the chairman 
of the Colombian delegation meeting 
with the U. S. delegation in Washington. 
The route annex was discussed, whereas 
other difficulties on some articles in 
the body of the draft agreement already 
had been resolved. 


The Colombjan Airports Corporation 
purchased tHe Buenaventura Airport 
from private interests for 300 million 
pesos. Plans have not been formulated 
to improve the airport, but the corpo- 
ration has indicated its intention to 
develop the new acquisition as soon as 
possible. 

On June 13, 1956, television was in- 
augurated in the Cali area as one of 
the events celebrating the third anni- 
versary of the government of the Armed 
Forces. 

The National Planning Committee ap- 
proved in May two Government con- 
tracts totaling 50 million pesos. One 
contract, in the amount of 22 million 
pesos, between the National Telecom- 
munications Corporation and the Erics- 
son Co. of Sweden, is for telecommuni- 
cation installations, while the remaining 
28 million pesos is between the Depart- 
ment of Valle and three Colombian 
banks for the extension of the amortiza- 
tion period to 5 years of loans granted 
to different entities of the departmental 
government. 


The Planning Committee also author- 
ized the Department of Atlantico to 
float a bond issue, in the amount of 4.5 
million pesos, to secure financing for the 
improvement, development, and con- 
struction of aqueducts, electric-power 
plants, schools, and irrigation in the 
Department.—U. S. Emb.,. Bogota. 





Ecuadoran Business . . . 
(Continued from page 5) 

erally approved the plans of the Comite 

de Vialidad del Guayas. The report said 

that further detailed studies are needed 

before construction and dredging can 

begin. 

Rader Engineering Co. of Miami 
signed a contract with the Government 
to make preliminary studies of port im- 
provements at Manta and Bahia de 
Caraquez. Rader also published the 
preliminary results of its studies for 
improvements at Puerto Bolivar, a 
bariana port in El Oro Province. 

Airline passenger and cargo business 
continued to increase, and plans were 
reportedly made for a heliport in down- 
town Guayaquil. 


Torrential rains seriously damaged 


the Ambato-Banos-Puyo highway, Ec- 
uador’s only access road to the Oriente, 
which will probably be closed to traffic 
for many months. Meanwhile the area 
is receiving supplies by air. 


The Minister of the Treasury an- 
nounced that the Governmenf-owned 
match factory at El Batan near Quito 
would be turned over to its employees, 


with a specified percentage of the pro-. 


duction to be retained in the State 
monopolies. The other match factory, 
also Government owned, in the Chimba- 
calle sector of Quito, will be closed. "The 
match factories had been in serious 
financial straits for some time. 


The Minister of Economy advised in 
an official resolution that Ecuadoran 
textile enterprises would not be obliged 


to purchase cotton under P. L. 480 from - 


the United States since Ecuador’s sur- 
plus meets its needs. 


New Factories Planned 
Industrial development contracts were 
authorized for the erection in Cuenca 
of two small factories, one to produce 
1,500 hollow cement blocks daily and 
the other to produce hollow and refrac- 

tory bricks and drainage piping. 


A national fishing company, Compania 
Ecuatoriana del Pacifico S.A., was fined 
and its concession withdrawn for failure 
to carry out@ts obligation under a con- 
tract with the Government to install a 
freezer and fish-processing plant. 


The hydroelectric project at Cunun- 
yacu, financed by the International 
Bank for Reconstruction and Develop- 
ment (IBRD), is scheduled to be finished 
by 1959 and will supply Quito with 
18,500 kilowatts. The city's electrical ca- 
pacity is now only 12,400 kilowatts, 


A contract was signed June 12 be- 
tween American owned Manabi Explo- 
ration Co., which produces about 13 
percent of the country’s oil, and the 
worker’s union at the company’s El 
Cautivo oilfields. This is the first such 
contract and provides a minimum wage 
of 20 sucres a day, a little over US$1.— 
U. S. Emb., Quito. 





Foreign Governments .. . 
(Continued from page 11) 


tions on Baluchistan Coast, West Paki- 
stan, Tender Pur 21-2/56/131, bid dead- 
line August 16; 11 toll positions for 
expansion of Karachi trunk exchange, 
Pur 6-12/56/137, August 21; poreciain 
insulators, Pur 4-1/56/136, August 22; 
200 harmonic suppression filters, Pur 
8-2/56/139, August 23; cables, Pur 
3-5/56/134, August 25; carrier-on-cable 
system to be installed on Karachi-Hy- 
derabad Route, Pur 5-1/56/138, Sep- 
tember 4.* 

Bids ifivited by the Pakistan Posts 
and Telegraphs Department, Karachi. 

Supply of one 30-ton electric traveling 
crane; bids invited until August 30 by 


the Chief Engineer, Karachi Port Trust, 
Karachi,* 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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WORLD TRADE PUBLICATIONS 





oie Books 
““ Reports 


Year Book of the American Bureau of 
Metal Statistics. New York. Pub- 
lished by the American Bureau of 
Metal Statistics, 1956. 127 pp. $3. 
This 35th annual survey records, for 

1955 and prior years, world-wide pro- 
duction, consumption, and other eco- 
nomic statistics for copper, lead, zinc, 
aluminum, gold, silver, tin, antimony, 
pauxite, cadmium, cobalt, magnesium, 
molybdenum, nickel, and platinum. 

Tables showing metal prices and lists 
of metallurgical plants and their ca- 
pacities also are given, as well as U. S. 
exports and imports. 

Foreign Trade Information on Instru- 
mentation in Denmark, Washington, 
D. C. U. S. Department of Commerce, 
June 1956. 11 pp. 10 cents. 
Denmark’s imports of scientific, lab- 

oratory, industrial, and process instru- 

ments and equipment averaged $8 mil- 

lion yearly during 1952-55, according to 

this new bulletin prepared by the Busi- 
ness and Defense Services Administra- 
tion, U. S. Department of Commerce. 

An expanding use by Danish indus- 
tries of scientific and industrial instru- 
ments and equipment is anticipated, as 
all industrial fields seek more economi- 
cal and efficient utilization of productive 
facilities. 

Prospective U., S. suppliers have 
shown comparatively meager interest in 
cultivating the Danish instrument mar- 
ket, although if watches and clocks 
are deducted from Denmark's total in- 
strument imports a comparison of the 
balance places the United States as the 
fourth most important supplier. U. S. 
instruments are well regarded by Dan- 
ish consumers and a ready market ex- 
ists for U. S. producers if the competi- 
tion of European prices, delivery time, 
credit, and availability of service can 
be met, the bulletin states, 

In addition to a discussion of the out- 
look and potentials as a-U. S. market, 
the bulletin contains statistics on Den- 
mark's imports and exports by major 
suppliers and principal markets, 1952- 
34, as well as U. S. instrumentation ex- 
ports for 1952-55, 


World Economic Survey, 1955. A United 
Nations publication. New York. Co- 
lumbia University Press, July 1956, 
201 pp. $2. 

This is the eighth in a series of com- 
prehensive reviews of world economic 
conditions prepared by the United Na- 
tions Bureau of Economic Affairs. 

Part I of the survey reviews the 
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growth of production and trade in the 
first post-World War II decade. Part II 
examines recent developments and the 
economic outlook at the beginning of 
1956. Recent changes in the centrally 
planned economies and in certain long- 
term economic plans also are discussed. 

The survey states that expansion was 
the keynote of change during 1955 in 
the industrially developed, private en- 
terprise economies, while developments 
in underdeveloped countries »were un- 
even. In 1956, however, an expansion 
slowdown is forecast in the developed 
countries, with a resulting setback in 
export markets of the less developed. 
The Latin American Markets. J. Walter 

Thompson Co., New York. McGraw- 

Hill Book Co., Inc., 1956. 196 pp. $18. 

A descriptive and statistical survey of 
30 markets made up of almost 173 mil- 
lion people, this book is a practical guide 
for the comparison and_ selection of 
those Latin American markets offering 
the best opportunities either for an ex- 
tensive business venture or for the suc- 
cessful intensive promotion of a single 
product or service. 

The book is the first in a series—on 
major world markets—intended as a 
contribution to the measurement and 
analysis of the various markets for the 
betterment of worldwide trading and 
increased efficiency in the distribution 
of goods and services. 

Part I contains a brief overall review 
of the markets. Part IT treats each of 
the 30 markets separately under 10 
major topics, giving country-by-country 
comparisons as to population, climate, 
production, income, exports, imports, 
and resources. Part III deals with the 


decision whether and how to enter these 
markets. 


Maps, summary tables, and a selected 
list of sources and bibliographical refer- 
ences are intended to afford maximum 
assistance to export executives and mar- 
ket-research - personnel, 


Venezuela, Land of Opportunity. Alfred 
P. Jankus and Neil M. Malloy. New 
York. Pageant Press, Inc., 1956. 259 
pp. $5. 

In-addition to a description of Ven- 
ezuela’s history, geography, and the 
customs and culture of its people, this 
bcok discusses the country’s petroleum, 
mining, and industrial activities, as well 
as recent economic developments. 


A chapter on living in Venezuela gives 
information of interest to both business- 
men and tourists, such as communica- 
tions facilities, education, recreation, 
churches, housing, shopping, and cus- 
toms regulations. 

Numerous tables and charts give de- 
tails on imports, exports, insurance, in- 
dustries, immigration, and budget ex- 
penditures, 


WORLD TRADE 
INFORMATION 
SERVICE 











Listed below are the latest reports 
published by the Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce in its World Trade Informa- 
tion Service. 

WTIS reports, presented in an im- 
proved format and printed in easy-to- 


read type, are arranged in four conven- 
ient “packages”: 

Part 1, Economic Reports ($6 a year; 
$8.50 if mailed abroad); Part 2, Opera- 
tions Reports ($6 a year; $8.50 if mailed 
abroad); Part 3, Statistical Reports ($6 
a year; $7.50 if mailed abroad); Part 4, 
Utilities Abroad ($3 a year, $4 if mailed 
abroad). 

Subscriptions for the World Trade In- 
formation Service may be placed with 
U. S. Department of Commerce Field 
Offices or with the Superintendent of 
Documents, U. S. Government Printing 
Office, Washington 25, D. C. Remit- 
tances, payable to the Superintendent 


of Documents should accompany sub- 


scriptions. 

Copies of individual reports also may, 
be purchased from the Department’s 
Field Offices or the Superintendent of 
Documents. 

The new WTIS reports are the fol- 
lowing: 

Economic Reports 


Basic Data on the Economy of Swe- 
den. WTIS, Part 1, No. 56-55. 11 pp. 
10 cents. 

Economie Developments in Nigeria, 
1955. WTIS, Part 1, No. 56-58. 7 pp. 
10 cents. 

Economic Developments in the Gold 
Coast, 1955. WTIS, Part 1, No. 56-59. 
8 pp. 10 cents. © 

Establishing a Business in Burma. 
WTIS, Part 1, No. 56-62. 10 pp. 10 cents. 
Operations Reports 

Preparing Shipments to the Philip- 
pines. WTIS, Part 2, No. 56-65. 8 pp. 
10 cents. 

Import Tariff System of Nigeria and 
the Gold Coast. WTIS, Part 2, No, 56- 
68. 2 pp. 10 cents. 


Statistical Reports . 


Total Export and Import Trade of 
the United States, January-April 1956 
and Preliminary May. WTIS, Part 3, 
No. 56-26. 12 pp. 20 cents. 

Utilities Abroad 


Civil Aviation in Honduras. WTIS, 
Part 4, No. 56-7. 7 pp. 20 cents. 
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Austrian Econorny .. . 
(Continued from page 4) 
Rohoelgewinnungs A.G. in a previously 
unexplored area near the German bor- 
der. A well in this area yielded some 
30 tons of crude oil daily, although after 
a few days, production was discontinued 

pending further exploration. 

The May cost-of-living index dropped 
3 percent under the influence of sea- 
sonably low food prices, and was below 
the average cost-of-living figure for 
1955 as a whole. The wage index has 
remained steady since February, but 
fringe benefits negotiated since then 
do not reflect in the index. In adflition, 
a 10-percent increase for workers in 
the freight-forwarding industry ef- 
fective in June also was reported. Ac- 
tual wages seemed to be inclining to- 
ward a gradual rise, although leaders 
of the Austrian Federation of Trade 
Unions continued a policy of restraint 
in making wage demands. 


Tourist Income Advances 


The Austrian Chancellor has predict- 
ed that the 1956 trade deficit. will not 
be greater than 3 billion schillings, 
US$116 million, and would be offset by 
tourist income in excess of this figure. 
This year tourist income has averaged 
47 percent over the like period of 1955. 
Increased travel by Austrians abroad 
may consume a portion of these earn- 
ings, but it appears likely that other 
invisible transactions will prevent any 
sizable deficit in the balance this year. 
Austria has delayed, however, the en- 
actment of 90-percent trade liberaliza- 
“tion for imports from the countries in 
the Organization for European Eco- 
nomic Cooperation. On the other hand, 
some progress has been made in liberal- 
izing foreign payments. 

The Austro-Italian Payments Agree- 
ment in May raised to nine the number 
of countries with which Austria has ar- 
rangements, providing that the central 
banks of contracting parties maintain 
accounts in each other’s currencies and 
permit commercial banks to conduct 
individual exchange transactions with 
the banks of the other country. Austria 
also has entered the multilateral pay- 
ments agreements made by European 
countries with Argentina and Brazil. 

Savings Increase Low 

The outstanding financial develop- 
ment in Austria in May was the first 
appreciable gain in the foreign-ex- 
change reserves of the National Bank 
since last summer. Actual foreign-ex- 
change holdings grew by 30 million 
schillings, and claims of foreign banks 
which were reduced by 91 million schil- 
lings resulted in a net gain of about 
$4.5 million. The optimistic balance-of- 
payments situation indicated that the 
next few months would bring further in- 
creases in fcreign-exchange reserves ac- 
companied by an easing of the tight 
monetary situation which prevailed in 
Austria throughout the winter. 

A continued preference for current 
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consumption accounted In part for the 
low increase in savings during May, 
Some funds were diverted to the Hous- 
ing Reconstruction Loan, although it 
appeared that the underwriting banks 
had to retain a large portion of the 
original issue. Only about 5 to 10 per- 
cent of recent security issues in Austria 
were taken up by private individuals or 
firms, according to a report by the 
head of the Austrian Institute for Eco- 
nomic Research. 


A broadening of the capital market 
through such measures as elimination 
of tax discrimination against stocks, 
greater publicity by corporations, and 
a more realistic dividend policy were 
advocated to avoid the heavy depend- 
ence upon self-financing which leads to 
a “misdirection” of investment, accord- 
ing to the economic research director. 
He also opposed further industrial fi- 
nancing by Austrian banks and empha- 
sized the importance of attracting for- 
eign capital for the Austrian economy’s 
further development, declaring that the 
recent elections removed the threat of 
further nationalization, which has been 
a major hindrance to a flow of foreign 
capital into the country. 


A press report in June carried an un- 
attributed but seemingly authoritative 
statement that the Austrian National 
Bank would authorize any foreign-capi- 
tal transfer which contributed to in- 
creased exports, reduced imports, or 
greater productivity but would not dis- 
continue its authorization procedures 
for the present. 

The report further stated that trans- 
fer of profits and interest would be al- 
lowed without delay and that re-trans- 
fer of invested capital would be au- 
thorized when requested. Transfer of 
foreign funds to provide operating capi- 
tal, however, would not be granted, since 
such a transfer would involve circum- 
vention of the credit restrictions re- 
quired by the current high level 
of economic activity in Austria.—U. S. 
Emb., Vienna. 





Japanese Production ... 
(Continued from page 3) 


though in April they declined 45 billion 
yen. Nevertheless, deposit money 
amounted to 3,847.5 billion yen, 23 per- 
cent above the April 1955 figure. The 
reduction in commercial-bank deposits 
in April reflected greater uséof private 
funds rather than loans in financing in- 
creasing capital investment. 


Loans and discounts of commercial 
banks rose by only 44 billion yen, to 
3,240 billion yen, between the end of 
December and the end of April 1, an 11- 
percent increase over last year. The 
Bank of Japan’s loans and discounts 
dropped to a new low in April as com- 
mercial banks continued to retire their 
indebtedness to the Central Bank; the 
liquidity of these banks remains high, 
further emphazing the need for revamp- 
ing the credit-control mechanism in the 


face of growing interest in capital ex. 
pansion. 


New procedures were adopted for 
public marketing of short-term Govern. 
ment bonds, through which credit can 
be controlled by isolating, when neces- 
sary, idle funds in the hands of private 
institutions. Short-term bills of the 
Government are first offered to the pub- 
lic by the Finance Ministry instead of 
being subscribed by the Central Bank 
as previously. 

Offerings not absorbed in the open 
market will be subscribed by the Cen- 
tral Bank, and holdings of private in- 
stitutions may be discounted with the 
Central Bank after 14 days upon de- 
mand. 


Initial sales to the public were mod- 
est, but the arrangement was viewed 
by many observers as an important and 
essential step toward normalization of 
Japanese finance. 


The wholesale-price index moved 
from 97.9 on January 1 to 100.2 in April, 
a rise of 2.3 percent. The strongest ad- 
vances were in metals and machinery, 
which rose 8 percent. Textiles were up 
4.3 percent and edible farm products, 
1.9 percent. There was a 2.3-percent 
seasonal decline in fuel prices. 





Haitian Economy ... 
(Continued from page 7) 


possible, Calcium carbonate is available 
in quantity, and castor beans and flam- 
boyant trees, which produce usable oils, 
grow wild, although the collection sys- 
tem is not. yet adequate. Containers 
probably will be imported. 


Land was cleared for a new municipal 
slaughterhouse in Port-au-Prince. The 
present one, erected in 1893, is com- 
pletely inadequate. With the presence 
of anthrax in the lower Artibonite Val- 
ley and its recent appearance in the 
Cul-de-Sac plain near the capital, im- 
proved slaughtering facilities are be- 
coming vitally necessary. 


Other construction continued at a low 
level, Pile driving for the new market 
at rt-au-Prince progressed, and the 
installation of lights over the new four- 
lane highway to Petionville was begun. 
Work continued on the irrigation dams 
at Riviere Blanche in the Cul-de-Sac 
and on the Momance River in the 
Leogane plain, 

Construction of the new, countrywide 
telephone and telegraph network is 
about one-third complete. Underground 
cables were laid in the downtown sec- 
tion of Port-au-Prince, and poles were 
put up in most of the provincial cities. 

The new customs building in Port-au- 
Prince, intended for international par- 
cel-post clearance, is nearly complete, 
and the dedication ceremony is expected 
to be held on July 19, the President's 
birthday. 

Haiti on June 22 acceded to the In- 
ternational Wheat Agreement of 1956.— 
U. S. Emb., Port-au-Prince. 
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FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS 





Rome To Hold Food, 


Dietetics Congress 


The Second International Congress of 
Food and Dietetics is scheduled in the 
buildings and on the grounds of Rome 
Esposizione Universale Roma, Rome, 
Italy, September 10-20. 

The exhibition, an integral part of the 
Congress, will include a visual demon- 


_stration of the most important aspects 


of alimentation—productive, industrial, 
technological, commercial, economic, hy- 
gienic, and others—as a means of in- 
formation, education, and propaganda 
in the field of social dietetics. 

Rental charges for space are as fol- 
lows: Special locations, 10,000 lire a 
square meter; in other halls, 8,000 lire; 
and on the grounds, 4,000 lire (625 Ital- 
jan lire=US$1). A reduction of 25 per- 
cent will be granted to public organiza- 
tions and scientific institutes. 

Complete information may be ob- 
tained from the Organization Bureau 
and Technical Bureau: S. A. I. C. A. 
Roma Via Giacinto Pulleno, 5. The U. S. 
Embassy in Rome will be glad to know 
of any Americans attending the Con- 
gress or of any American organization 
that will be represented in the exhibit 
in order to extend cooperation and help. 


Three Exhibitions of World 
Interest Planned in Cologne 


Three trade fairs of international ap- 
peal are scheduled in Cologne, Ger- 
many, the latter part of this year and 
in early 1957. 

At the International Household Goods 
and Hardware Fair, September 7-9, 
virtually all branches of the German 
industry will be represented. 

Photokina, an exhibition of the pho- 
tographic and cinematographic indus- 
tries, is held every 2 years and will 
take place September 29-October 7. 

The 1957 fair, September 28-October 
6, is a general provisions and fine foods 
exhibition, ANUGA, which will include 
a special section on packaging and 
packing. The previous exhibit attracted 
282,000 visitors, which included about 
30,000 non-German buyers representing 








Grimsby Fishing Exhibit 
‘ Set for England 


A Grimsby Fishing Industry 
Exhibition will be held in the 
County Borough of Grimsby, Eng- 
land, September 1-8. 

Americans visiting England dur- 
ing this. period, particularly if 
they come from fishing communi- 
ties in the United States, are es- 
pecially welcome. 
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almost all the countries of the world. 

Details on these fairs may be ob-. 
tained from Dr. Lowisch, Messe-und* 
Ausstellungs-GmbH, Koln-Deutz-Messe- 
platz, Germany. 





Vienna Fair Success 
Despite Bad Weather 


The 1956 Vienna Spring Fair, held . 


in Vienna, Austria, March 11-18, drew 
600,000 foreign visitors from 68 coun- 
tries despite unfavorable weather. 

About 4,331 exhibitors participated, 
of which 2,475 were Austrian and 1,858 
were from 16 foreign countries. The In- 
ternational Automobile Show, held in 
Vienna every other year, was a high- 
light of the fair, according to the press. 

Several new structures were erected 
on the fair grounds for the purpose, and 
additianal ones will be built for future 
fairs. 

At the Internatienal Automobile 
Show some 58 firms were represented 
together with 35 two-wheel vehicle 
manufacturers and 100 accessory firms. 


The Spring Fair was held at the - 


time the effects of Government disin- 
flationary measures, instituted at the 
end of 1955, were noticeable. Demand 
in the investment goods sectors thus 
appeared lessened to some degree, com- 
pared with the 1955 Vienna Fairs, 
because of the general difficulty in ob- 
taining credits. Most consumer-goods 
exhibitors were reported to be satisfied 
with the outcome of the fair. 

The price level in general was stable 
and local prices were most rigidly cal- 
culated, according to the management. 
Delivery dates were virtually unchanged 
from the past year, with shorter terms 
quoted in a few sectors. 





Swedish Motorcycle Show 
Displays 400 Vehicles 


Over 400 motorcycles, scooters, mo- 
tor bicycles, and motorcycle cars, rep- 
resenting about 60 different makes from 
14 countries, were exhibited at the 
Eighth International Motorcycle Show 


in Sweden, held at Goteborg, April 7-15. » 


Emphasis was placed on _ safety, 
strength, gay colors, and styling rather 
than new features. Main interest cen- 
tered on motor bicycles—mopedes— 
which have gained popularity over mo- 
torcycles in the past few years, and 
scooters. The number of mopedes in 
Sweden is estimated at 300,000, with an 
active demand for an additional 200,000, 

One section of the fair showed deével- 
opment of the motorcycle from the turn 
of the century to the present. The old- 
est motorcycle displayed was a 1903 
model Matchless, British made; the 
latest model was a 1956 AJS, also Brit- 
ish, used by the Swedish police. The col- 
lecticu is slated to form the basis of a 
motorcycle museum in Goteborg. 


Over 12 Countries Plan 
To Share in Texas Fair 


More than a dozen countries are ex- 
pected to participate in the enlarged 
International Center at the State Fair 


gs ae to be held in Dallas, October 


Not only will all the countries partic- 
ipate which took part in 1955, but a 
number of additional countries will be 
represented. Also, each exhibitor’s 
space will be substantially greater than 
before. 

The International Center will occupy 
one entire wing of the General Exhibits 
Building. Displays by port authorities, 
travel representatives, and international 
carriers in addition to the individual 
country exhibits, will be included. 

The State Fair of Texas, of which 
the International Center has become 
an important feature, covers 187 land- 
scaped acres less than 2 miles from 
downtown DaHas. Attendance has aver- 
aged over 2 million each year for the 
past 10 years and has exeeeded 2% mil- 
lion for the past 2 years, according to 
the fair management. 

Further information concerning this 
event may be obtained from James H. 
Stewart, Executive Vice President and 
General Manager, State Fair of Texas, 
Dallas, Tex. 


Duesseldorf Foundry Exhibit 
To Present Numerous Items | 


Exhibits of all types of products of 
iron, steel, malleable and metal foun- 
dries, foundry machinery and equipment, 
as well as foundry raw materials and 
auxiliary materials will be presented at 
the International Foundry Trade Fair 
(GIFA) to be held in Duesseldorf, Ger- 
many, September 1-9. 

The fair, spcnsored by several associa- 
tions of the foundry industry, will be 
organized by the North West German 
Exhibit Co. (NOWEA). Approximately 
250 exhibitors will give a complete sur- 
vey of the foundry industry, including 
about 30 firms from foreign countries. 

GIFA 1956 will be the first interfia- 
tional fair of this type held in Germany 
and is expected to draw more than 
100,000 visitors from Germany and 
abroad. Of additional interest will be 
the 23d International Foundry Congress, 
to be held in conjunction with the trade 
fair where specific problems will be 
discussed. 








Angola’s best customer in 1955 was 
the United States, which took 23 per- 
cent in value of its total exports, com- 
pared with 22 percent exported to 
Portugal, the Foreign Agricultural 
Service reports. 
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Belgian Leather Industries Increase 
Output; Exports Rise, Imports Dip 


Belgian leather industries showed improvement in 1955. Produc- 
tion of hides and skins, most types of leather, and shoes and slippers 


increased. 


Exports of leather and leather products rose, whereas imports 


declined. 

The country produced the following 
hides and skins in 1955, 1954 fig- 
ures shown in parentheses: Steerhides, 
111,000 (109,000); bullhides, 114,000 
(105,000); cattle hides, 418,000 (405,- 
000); calfskins, 321,000 (308,000); pig- 
skins, 2,224,000 (2,152,000); sheepskins, 


. 97,000 (111,000); lambskins, 4,400 
(5,000); goat and kid skins, 2,300 
(1,100); and horsehides, 67,000 
(82,000). 


Imports of hides and skins in 1955 
amounted. to only 17,117 metric tons, 
compared with 18,332 tons in 1954. Ex- 
ports, however, rose to 15,494 metric 
tons from 12,288 tons. 

Hide and skin prices increased during 
the year, the largest gains being in calf 
and pony skins. In January 1955 calf- 
skins sold for 42.20 francs a kilogram, 
and in December rose to 52.50 francs 
(1 Belgian franc=approximately 
US$0.02). Pony-skin prices were 145 
and 210 francs a kilogram, respectively, 
and cattle-hide prices, 14.65 and 16 
francs a kilogram. Prices of other types 
also increased. 

Although the production of heavy 
leathers and leathers for bags and 
gloves declined in 1955, output of upper 
leathers, splits, and linings increased. 
Sole-leather output in 1955 amounted 
to 4,141 metric tons, compared with 
4,665 metric tons in 1954, Technical- 
leather production increased from 1,220 
metric tons to 1,301; upper leather and 
splits increased to 26,435,000 square feet 
from 22,810,000; and lining leather rose 
from 6,504,000 square feet to 7,799,000. 
Morocco- and glove-leather production 
dropped from 4,879,000 square feet in 
1954 to 4,383,000 in 1955. 


Industrial Leather Down 

Decline in industrial-leather use and 
competition of substitutes for sole 
leather has placed this segment of the 
industry in a depressed condition, which 
does not show prospects for improve- 
ment. Several heavy-leather tanneries 
have closed, and many of those still in 
operation are not approaching capacity 
production. 

Increased output of upper leather 
and splits was supported by a substan- 
tial increase in exports. The industry 
is attempting to improve the quality of 
its products and diversity of color range. 

The increased production of linings 
was attributed to increased output in 
the shoe industry. 

Leather imports in 1955 dropped to 


22 





451,328,000 francs, compared with 460,- 
101,000 francs in 1954. Leather exports 
increased to 403,860,000 francs from 
399,770,000 francs. 


Imported upper and side leathers offer 
keen competition to Belgian manufac- 
turers and, according to trade sources, 
are sold often at prices lower than do- 
mestic-production costs. On the other 
hand, the quality and diversity of Bel- 
gian products command prices on the 
export market that tend to compensate 
for domestic-market prices. 


Footwear Output Up 


Footwear production increased to 
18,412,000 pairs in 1955 from 17,300,400 
in 1954. The 1955 total included 8,- 
404,000 pairs of leather shoes, 2,528,000 
pairs of cloth shoes, and 7,480,000 pairs 
of slippers; the 1954 figure included 
8,138,400, 2,425,200, and 6,736,800 pairs, 
respectively. 

Total imports of leather-footwear and 
slippers declined to 305,138,000 francs 
in 1955 from 308,572,000 francs in 1954, 
and exports increased to 165,741;000 
francs from 154,258,000 francs. 


Some firms are attempting to stimu- 
late purchases in the domestic market 
by increasing emphasis on shoes in the 
popular-price range. Satisfactory shoes 
are being offered at lower prices, a re- 
sult of systematic improvement in pro- 
ductivity, 

Belgium’s most important trading 
partner in leather goods continues to 
be the Netherlands. Belgian exports of 
leather goods to the Netherlands 
amounted to 268 million francs in 1955 
and 236 million francs in 1954, Imports 
of leather goods from the Netherlands 
dropped from 279 million francs in 1954 
to 257 million francs in 1955, 


Output expansion in the leather in- 
dustries is expected to continue in 1956, 
principally manufacturing of footwear 
and tanning of upper and side leathers 
and linings. The Ministry of Economic 
Affairs estimates that the 1954 produc- 
tion index was 97, that for 1955 was 98, 
and that for 1956 will reach 107 
(1953 = 100).—U. S. Emb., Brussels. 





Shipments of nonmilitary goods from 
the United States to Europe in the first 
5 months of 1956—valued at more than 
$2 billion—exceeded those of a year ear- 
lier by more than $250 million, or about 
16 percent. 


Inauguration of TV 
Planned in Finland 


Finland, one of the few countries in 
Europe without officially sponsored tele- 
vision operations, will have regular tele- 
casts in the fall, according to the Fin- 
nish press. 


The Finnish Radio Co. expects to pro- 
vide 6 program hours a week at first, 
from a transmitter in Helsinki. 

In the first development period, which 
extends through 1960, four TV trans- 
mitters and a relay station are expected 
to be put in operation; television cov- 
erage will be provided for a total of 
1.59 million persons; Government ex- 
penditures in studios and stations will 
approximate 757 million marks (1 mark 
= US$0.004348); and the Finnish Radio 
Co. will_expend 546 million marks in 
operating and program costs. 

Tentative plans call for further ex- 
pansion after 1960 to a total of 15 trans- 
mitters with population coverage of 
3,125,000, roughly 80 percent of the total 
Finnish population, - 

A license fee of 5,000 marks a year 
on receiver operation beginning in 1957 
has been proposed to provide revenue. 
The speed with which the transmitter 
network is developed would have a de- 
cisive influence on the growth of the 
number of licenses and thus on the en- 
tire economic foundation of television 
in Finland. 

The Finnish Radio Co. management 
has taken an adverse attitude toward 
television advertising, but may recon- 
sider the question—U. S. Emb., Hel- 
sinki. 


First Oil Refinery To Be 
Constructed in Ireland 


The first oil refinery in Ireland will 
be constructed at Whitegate, County 
Cork, and will have a capacity of 1.6 
million tons of crude oil a vear, or 15 
million tons of finished products. The 
refinery will include all necessary 
facilities, such as storage tanks, pipe- 





lines and pumping facilities, utility 
supplies, and office and laboratory 
buildings. 


The acceptance of a joint proposal by 
the California Texas Corp., Esso Petro- 
leum Co., Ltd., and Shell-Mex & B. P., 
Ltd., to errect and operate the refinery 
has been announced by the Minister for 
Industry and Commerce of the Gov- 
ernment of Ireland at Dublin. 

The capital for this project is being 
provided by the sponsoring companies 
and will amount to approximately 
US$34 million, mostly represented by 
fixed assets. This investment reportedly 
is the largest single investment made 
so far by private U. S. capital in 
Ireland, 
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New Range... 
(Continued from page 2) 


the native Serbian plum brandy, and 
$3,000 of liqueurs. 

The shift in Yugoslavia’s export pat- 
tern toward more highly processed 
goods is particularly marked in exports 
of wood and wicker products. The pro- 
duction of wooden household utensils, 
once predominantly a cottage craft, has 
been expanded greatly by the -introduc- 
tion of new factories. Exports of wood- 
en household utensils to the United 
States have increased rapidly in the 
past 3 years—from $28,000 in 1953 and 
$93,000 in 1954 to $254,000 in 1955. 

Wooden furniture also is being ex- 
ported to the United States in increas- 
ing quantities. Exports in 1955, at 
$683,000, were ‘more than twice the 
1954 value, and Yugoslavia is furnishing 
more than two-thirds of U. S. imports 
of bentwood chairs. Plywood, sports 
equipment, wood carvings, and fancy 
goods are among the other wood mant- 
factures exported to the United States. 
Matches valued at $60,000 and baskets 
and wickerware to a value of $517,000 
were shipped to this country in 1955. 

Yugoslavia also has been exporting 
to the United States an increasing va- 
riety of finished leather goods, as well 
as tanned leathers. Luggage, women’s 
handbags, billfolds, and belts of pig- 
skin and other leathers are among Yu- 
goslav specialties. In addition to about 
$55,000 worth of these items, 1955 ex- 
ports to the United States included 
leather shoes valued at $30,000. These 
are mostly heavy-service and special 
boots such as for skiing and climbing. 

Glass and glassware are two of the 
most important categories of manufac- 
tures exported to the United States. Ex- 
ports of window glass to the United 
States totaled $71,000 in 1955, and 
glassware, consisting mostly of house- 
wares, totaled $85,000, each showing an 
increase of about 30 percent over the 
1954 level. 


The increased exports of manufac- 
tured goods to the United States are 
the result of growing Yugoslav interest 
in the market. 
Chamber of Foreign Trade is active in 
promoting exports to the United States, 
and the Yugoslav Commercial Office, 
816 Fifth Avenue, New York City, has 
been expanded to handle the growing 
volume of inquiries from VU, S. import- 
ers. The trade trend in the first half 
of 1956 indicates that the United States 
may continue to gain in importance as 
a market for Yugoslav specialties, 





World production of centrifugal cane 
and beet sugar for 1955-56 is estimated 
at 42.9 million tons, a 7-percent increase 
over the 1954-55 crop, the Foreign Agri- 
cultural Service reports. 

The greatest increase is in the 
US.S.R. and the second largest in 
Western Europe. 
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Production an: Consumption of Leather 
Footwear in Austria Reach New Heights - 


Austrian leather-shoe production ex- 
ceeded 6 million pairs in 1955 for the 
first time. Consumption reached 1 pair 
per capita in 1955, also for the first 
time, representing a 43-percent increase 
since 1937. 


Increased demand for shoes in the 
last half of 1954 continued throughout 
1955, resulting in an output of 6,846,168 
pairs of leather shoes by the 82 fac- 
tories making up the industry. Produc- 
tion totaled 5,803,805 pairs in 1954 and 
is expected to reach 7 million pairs in 
1956. 

In addition to leather shoes, the in- 
dustry in 1955 also produced 1,039,219 
pairs of slippers, 3,169 pairs of workers’ 
shoes wih wooden soles, and approxi- 
mately 2.6 million pairs of rubber foot- 
wear, 

A breakdown of Austrian leather- 
shoe production, in pairs and by type, 
for 1955 and 1954 is as follows: 








1955 1954 

Street shoes: 

pe RT Ee 1,447,018 1,102,191 

by epee OE 244.9 2, be iy 

Childeen'a 558,844 

DONE DF ieinibienl 

) PCR soeis 
Workers’ shoes: 

ea eae 532 82,957 

Women’s ........ 19,817 39,704 
Mountain "ena ski boots: 

OS et 107,925 101,961 

Women’s ...................... 68,461 104,319 

Children’s  ecccccccne 49,945 64,844 
ge ERE IO 628,616 __ 581,370 

Getet Se ad 6,846,168 5, 808,805 


Shoes produced with leather soles de- 
clined to slightly less than 55 percent 
in 1955, compared with 58 percent in 
1954. In 1955 a total of 3,717,802 pairs 
was made, whereas in 1954 the total 
was 3,389,360 pairs. Growing use of rub- 
ber and plastic materials for shoe soles 
has caused a decline in sole-leather pro- 
duction, and domestic tanners supplied 
competely sole-leather requirements. 

Footwear exports increased by al- 


most 12 percent, from 22.6 million 
schillings in 1954 to 25.3 million schil- 
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lings in 1955 (26 Austrian schillings= - 
approximately US$1). The largest ship- 
ment went to East Germany—9.2 mil- 
lion schillings. The United States 
followed with 6.5 million schillings, 
which consisted primarily of ski boots; 
Czechoslovakia, 3.3 million schillings; 
and West Germany, 2.3 million schil- 
lings. 


Shoe imports have not been liberalized 
as yet to protect domestic manufac- 
turers. Nevertheless, footwear imports 
increased by about one-third, from 2.9 
million to 3.9 million schillings, because 
of larger deliveries from Italy, which 
amounted to 1 million schillings, and 
Switzerland, 0.8 million, with which 
Austria has trade agreements. Shoe im- 
ports from West Germany dropped 
slightly from about 1 million to 09 
million schillings—U. S. Emb. Vienna. 





Mexican Network Contracts 
For Low-Cost Radio Sets 


Radio Programas de Mexico (RPM) 
has signed a contract with General 
Electric de Mexico for the manufacture 
of 250,000 low-cost radio broadcasting 
receivers. 

The receivers will be advertised by 
RPM stations and will be distributed at 
cost—about US$10—directly to the pub- 
lic from the offices of the RPM network, 
which has about 100 outlets throughout 
Mexico. The receivers will not be 
handled by regular tors. This 
arrangement is expected to add sub- 
stantially to the estimated 1 million 
radio receivers already in use through- 
out the country. 


Approximately 200,000 television re- 


ceivers are reported to be in use in 
Mexico.—U. S. Emb., Mexico, D. F- 





India Supply Mission Gives 
Data on Newly Let Contracts 


The India Supply Mission, 2536 Mas- 
sachusetts Avenue, NW., Washington 8, 
D. C., has announced details of con- 
tracts valued at over $10,000 each 
awarded in June, as follows: 

Contract No. B-676/A/2/7424, 13 con- 
densing units and spares, Frick Freon, 
valued at $13,206.10, Frick Corp., 
Waynesboro, Pa. 

Contract No. B-571/4/27425, 1 drilling 
machine, truck mounted, valued at 
$32,329.45, Acme Well Supply Co., 
Springfield, N. J. 

C/HAL/13/7431, 25 units aircraft 
spares, valued at $47,458.20, United Air- 
craft Corp., East Hartford, Conn. 

CII/758/15/7554, radio stores, valued 
at $14,876.30, Collins Radio Co., Cedar 
Rapids, Iowa. 
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U. S. GOVERNMENT ACTIONS- 





Special Tariff Bills 
Signed by President 


Of the special tariff bills of limited 
scope passed by both Houses of Con- 
gress during the Second Session of the 
84th Congress, which has just adjourned, 
the following had, by noon on July 31, 
been approved by the President and be- 
come law: 


Public Law 723 (H. R. 8636), ap- 
proved July 16. This measure has the 
four following purposes: 

® To continue for another year, 
through June 30, 1957, the suspension 
of duties and import taxes on metal 
scrap, with some amendments of the 
origina] act on this subject of Septem- 
ber 30, 1950. As enacted, this suspension 
shall not apply to the following: 


Lead scrap, lead alloy scrap, antimonial 
lead scrap, scrap battery lead or plates, zinc 
scrap, or zinc *lloy scrap, or to any form of 
tungsten scrap, tungsten carbide scrap, or 
tungsten alloy es or to articles of lead, 
lead alloy, antimonial lead, zinc, or zinc al- 
loy, or to articles of tungsten, tungsten car- 
bide, or tungsten alloy, imported for remanu- 
facture by melting. 


This act shall not be construed to 
affect in any way the application of 
Public Law 38, 82d Congress, to copper 
scrap. 

@ To amend the duty-free provision 
with regard to certain forms of gold, 
silver, nickel and platinum. As enacted, 
paragraph 1734 of the duty-free sched- 
ule covers the following: 


Ores of gold, silver, or nickel: nickel-con- 
taining material in powder, slurry, or any 
other form, derived from ore by chemical, 

hysical, or any other means, and requiring 
urther processing for the recovery therefrom 
of nickel or other metals; nickel matte; 
nickel oxide; ores of the platinum metals, 
sweepings of golds and silver. 


@® To extend for two additional years 
the privilege of free importation of book 
bindings or covers granted by P. L. 694 
of the 83d Congress, which would have 
expired on September 1, 1956. 


Investigation on Watch 
Imports Not Advised 


No new formal investigation of the 
trade in watch movements, with a view 
to possible change in the increases 
ordered by the President in July 1954 


of the duties on such imports provided 
for in the trade agreement with Switzer- 
land, seems warranted at this time, the 
Tariff Commission advised the Presi- 
dent on July 25. 


The Commission does not believe that 
the various developments in the watch 
trade during the past 2 years, which 
are surveyed in its report, have suffi- 
ciently changed the conditions of com- 
petition between imported and domestic 
watch movements to require a more 
exhaustive reappraisa! of the situation. 
The President has 60 days in which to 
decide whether he will accept the Tariff 
Commission advice in this matter. 

The present report was made pursuant 
to the Executive Order which prescribes 
procedures for the periodic review -by 
the Tariff Commission of escape-clause 





® To waive internal taxes on imports 
of distilled spirits which were lost by 
theft from customs bonded warehouse 
after January 1, 1945, with respect to 
which no liquidation has become final 
by the date of-this act, if a conviction 
on account of the theft has been ob- 
tained in a court of competent jurisdic- 
tion, 

Public Law 724 (H. R. 8228), ap- 
proved July 16, effective that date. To 
suspend for 2 years the duty on crude 
bauxite and on calcined bauxite. 

Public Law 725 (H. R. 10269), ap- 
proved July 16, effective the following 
day. To suspend for 2 years the duty on 
alumina, when imported for use in pro- 
ducing aluminum. 


actions, with a view to determining 
whether a trade agreement concession 
that was modified or withdrawn may 
be restored in whole or in part without 
causing or threatening serious injury to 
the domestic industry concerned. 
Following this first review, 2 years 
after the escape clause action, similar 
annual reviews are due in later years. 


Customs Bill Passed 


The Customs Simplification Bill 
known as House Resolution 6040, which 
had been passed by the House in 1955, 
was accepted by the Senate in amended 
form and, after agreement of both 
House to certain amendments, sent to 
the President for approval on July 25. 

The principal provision of the bill is 
that duties levied on imported products 
that are taxable according to their 
value shall, with certain exceptions, be 


primarily computed on the basis of 
“export value.” 








Foreign Commerce Weekly 
Subscription Form 

Please enter my subscription for 

Foreign Commerce Weekly at $4.50 

a year ($6 to foreign addresses). 


Ml nals is ail ‘ 
ES SOO rea: 
ee Zone......State...........00 


Mail to the nearest U. S. Department of 
Commerce Field Office, or to the Superin- 
tendent of Documents, U. S$. Government 
Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. En- 
close check or money order payable to the 





Superintendent of Documents. 








U. S. Government P 


nting Office: 1956 401257/4 








aye 








